Soviet official sentenced to death 

MOSCOW (R)~ Another Uzbek official has been sentenced to death for 
•^■Bcscy e bribe taking as part of a Soviet campaign to dean op the 
wnvption-phgued central Asian Republic of Uzbekistan, TVud reported 
Tfcs trade union newspaper named the official only as 
a former collective fann chairman who p ro spe r e d under 
uzb& leader SharafRashidov. who died in office in 1983 after rating the 
repubhc for 24 yeaiv A dose associate of former Soviet leader Leonid 
greahnev, Rashkkxv was posthumously disgraced and stripped of his 
nonmns m a huge anti-corraption campaign started in 1984. Several 
Uzbek officials have since been executed after being found guilty of taking 
bribes worth millions of roubles. Trod said Rakhimov had been involved 
m corruption for years. “In the course of the investigation it emerged that 

through these means, hundreds of thousands of routes had fo his 

pockets," it sakL In March, three former senior Uzbek officials 
committed suicide after being arrested for bribe-taking. They included a 
former Uzbek interior minister, Kudrat Ergashev, his deputy and a 
regional party chief. 
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CAIRO (AP) — Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid aid Saturday 

« s the jadgwnent of an international arbitration panel which is 
cr this summer whether the disputed area of Taba belongs to 
ad. Abdul MeguuTs comments were apparently in response 
cadi media reports that said Egypt had agreed to discuss a 
with Israel about Taba, despite the belief that the arbitrators 
the Cairo gover n ments favour, so as not to damage ties with 
Egyptian foreign ministe r spoke to reporters at Cairo 
1 anport, following his arrival from the United States where 
he attended a United Nations session on disarmament. "Egypt's position 
regarding Taba is known. We agreed to resolve the issue through 
arbitration and the ar b itr a to r s have already finished bearing the cases 
presented by both sides and they are now deliberating," he said. We aO 
trust die judgement of the arbitrators," be added. Commenting on Isracb 
actio ns a pmtf ♦hf Palestinian npriang, Ahdnl Meguid said: “We strongly 
condemn tews* actions which we consider a violation of all international 
rules and humanitarian laws. It would be better if Israel accepts to move 
towards peace so that the Palestinian people get their legal rights." 
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AROUND THE WORLD... 


Yassiliou agrees to meet Denktash 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus President George Vassiliou agreed Satur- 
day to meet T urkish-Cyprio t leader Rauf Denktash for talk* on 
reuniting the divided island. Denktash, president of the breakaway 
Turkish republic of north Cyprus, said earlier tbi& month he was 
ready to talk to Vassiliou. U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar had invited them to a meeting without preconditions. 
Vassiliou told reporters after a meeting of the National Council 
which groups all party leaders that, if Denktash agreed, they could 
meet in Geneva in early July. 

Khomeini ‘receives visitors’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s spiritual leader. Ayatollah RuhoUaJh 
Khomeini, received visitors Saturday who prayed for hfm to live until 
judgment day, Tehran Radio reported. The report was the first 
1 official announcement of Khomeini’s activities since U.S. and British 
television networks quoted reports as saying the 85-year-old leader 
had died or was dying. The radio said Revolutionary Guards, 
volunteer soldiers and fund-raisers visited Khomeini at Jamaran 
mosque in northern Tehran. 1 

Shultz to visit Central America 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz will 
visit Central America from June 29 to July I due to President 
Reagan’s growing concern over the lack of progress towards 
democracy in Nicaragua, a State Department statement said. It said 
Reagan had asked Shultz to meet the leaders of El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica to discuss the situation in 
Nicaragua, where peace talks with contra rebels broke down 
recently. 

Manigat fires armed forces chief 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Haiti’s president, Leslie Manigat, 
Friday dismissed armed forces chief General Henri Namphy and two 
other generals. The dismissals came after a confrontation over 
Namphy's attempt to transfer a colonel loyal to the president. 
Namphy, who beaded an interim military government for two years 
after dictator Jean-Qaude Duvalier fled in January 1986, has retired, 
according to a presidential communique issued late Friday. Nam- 
phy’s dismissal appeared to reflect a victory in Manigat’s growing 
conflict with the aimed forces since taking office Feb. 7. 

Manila assails Shultz’s remarks 

MANILA (AP) — Senators Saturday assailed U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz for recently saying the United States would 
"part company”- with allies who prohibit nudear-anned vessels in 
their waters. Shultz made the statement Thursday during testimony - 
to the U.S. Senate Foreign Operations Subcommittee. He also said 
the United States would pull out its facilities if Manila demands 
higher compensation. Sen. Jovito Salonga, president of the Philip- 
pine Senate, told a news conference the government rejects the 
notion of friendship "based on a condition of haying nuclear 
weapons" in the Philippines. "What kind of relationship is this if they 
have to put dynamite and bombs in our (territory) for us to be 
friends?" he asked. 

15 Syrian officials sacked 

DAMASCUS (R) — Fifteen Syrian officials have been sacked from 
government departments or state institutions for mismana gement- nr 
dishonesty, the Syrian news agency (SANA) said Saturday. Diplo- 
mats said the dismissals were part of a government campaign against 
corruption and mismanagement in the public service. 

Cyprus imposes new visa ruies 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus has tightened controls on visitors from the 
Middle East and elsewhere after a carbombing winch killed three 
people last month. People from the Middle East, Asia and Africa will 
in future need visas before travelling to the holiday island, offi cials 
said Saturday. They said this was one a series of measures to 
strengthen security after a botched attempt to bomb the Israeli 
embassy May 11. Three people died and 19 were injured when the 
car exploded in a central Nicosia street. 

Three killed In Pakistan riots 

KARACHI (R) — Three people were killed and 40 wounded in riots 
Saturday in the southern Pakistani dty of Hyderabad, where police 
with shoot-on-sight orders later imposed a curfew, residents said. 
The curfew was clamped at six p.m. (1300 GMT) after hundreds of 
people broke into the city mayor's office with aims, hatchets and 
wooden staves, the residents said. Police said a bomb was also lobbed 
at the home of the mayor, Aftab Ahmad Sheikh. Witnesses said the 
violence broke oot between two ethnic groups who have dashed , 
several times in the past in Pakistan's second biggest city. j 

U.S. drops minor Panama sanction 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. government is dropping a sanction 
against Panama that required U.S. firms to withhold sodal security 
payments for their Panamanian staff from Panama’s government, the 
state department said Friday. Spokesman Charles Redman described 
the measure as purely humanitarian and said the United States had 
not softened its stance against Panamanian strongman Manuel • 
Antonio Noriega and his handpicked president, Manuel Solis Palma. 

Sierra Leone leader holds talks in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Siena Leone's President Joseph Momoh held talks 
Saturday with the emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A 1 Sabah, 
the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) reported. Diplomatic sources 
said Momah, who arrived Friday at the start of Gulf tour, was 
seeking finance for road and hospital projects in his country. 

Kabul says Stinger seized 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghan government troops ceased a U.S.- 
made Stinger anti-aircraft missile along with an assortment of other 
weapons from Mujahedeen fighters in the western province of Heart, 
Radio Kabul reported Saturday. The radio credited Afghan border 
guards with the seizure, indicating it occurred near Afghanistan’s 
border with Iran. Two guerrillas were arrested and one killed. Also 
Saturday, Afghan President Najibuilah officially ushered in Prime 
Minister Mohammad Hasan Sharq and his cabinet 

Moscow police detain 2 demonstrators 

MOSCOW (R) — Police detained at last two people at a demonstra- 
tion for democracy in Moscow Saturday, provoking a large crowd of 
onlookers to react with shouts of "fascists,” eyewitnesses said. The 
two people, whose identity was not immediately known, were held as 
police tried to disperse about 50 members of various unofficial 
debating clubs, who carried banners calling for a democratic electoral 
system and “socialist pluralism," the eyewitnesses said. 


Ozal escapes 
attempt on life 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Tnijgat Ozal. whose re- 
formist policies have changed the 
face of Turkey, was slightly 
wounded in an assassination 
attempt Saturday while addres- 
sing 5,000 supporters and foreign 
diplomats. 

Screams of panic pierced the 
packed Ankara Hall and people 


dered ourselves into God’s 
hands.” 

Ozal then calmly finished his 
planned' speech on Turkish fore- 
ign policy to a congress of the 
ruling Motherland Party and 
went to his official residence 
where his hand was stitched. 

Officials said the detained man 
gave his name to police at fab 


dived for cover as a gunman fired hospital bed as Hayati Ipek but 
at least two shots at Ozal. One later changed it to Kaital De- 
bullet hit his right hand and mirag. 



Students stage protests after school 


Another Palestinian 
martyred in uprising 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — feelings o 

Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian and achievement and of their owi 
wounded eight others in the Gaza Strip 

Saturday during widespread protests and a nesses, means things will never be 

general strike in the occupied territories. , the upris 


another narrowly missed his 
bead. 

The youthful-looking man 
dressed in “T" shirt and jeans 
opened fire with a handgun at 
Ozal from a distance of 10 metres 


The semi-official Anatolian 
news agency, reporting from the 
man’s home town of Dazkiri in 
the western province of Afyon, 
said he had escaped from jail 
where he was serving a 10-year 


and then blazed away blindly sentence for murder. He was 
before he was shot in the arm by a described as a rightist. 


po liceman and seized, officials 
said. 

Ankara Governor Saffet Ari- 


"Tbe attacker fired two shots 
towards the prime minister... 
(he) was injured in the right 


kan Beduk told reporters that 20 thumb and one bullet flew over 
people were hurt, 15 of them with his bead," said Ezkal Zenger, 


gunshot wounds. Labour Minis- 
ter Imren Ayknt, the only woman 
in Ozal’s cabinet, was among 
those slightly injured in the panic. 

Ozal, 60, a conservative gener- 


Ozal’s publicity adviser. 

Ozal was later reported in ex- 
cellent condition and aides said 
he had watched a television film 
of the attack. 


ally viewed as the only political * President Kenan Evren, who 
leader who can rally the nation, as a general led a 1980 army 


ducked behind his podium in the 
Ataturk Stadium when the first 
shots were fired and was im- 
mediately surrounded by body- 
guards with guns drawn. 

Returning to the podium IS 
minutes later, his right hand 
wrapped in a blood-stained ban- 
dage, Ozal said: “My dear col- 
leagues, I want to emphasise this 
— nobody can take away the life 
God has given. We have surren- 


coup to end political mayhem in 
which more than 5,000 people 
were killed, was quick to con- 
demn tire attack, as were military 
leaders and Ozal’s parliamentary 
opponents. 

It was not immediately dear if 
the gunfire that hit some of the 
wounded came from police or the 
g unman 

A police official at the scene, 
who requested anonymity, said 


Saudi leader renews 
stiff warning to Iran 


, RIYADH (AP) — Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz has 
issued a stern wanting to Iran, 
saying in an interview published 
Saturday that Saudi Arabia 
would not permit “any voice to 
rise higher than that of prayers” 
at the upcoming p ilgrimag e in 
Mecca and Medina. 

“I hope that no party, group or 
individual will try to test our 
determination to crush any riots 
or disturbances that mar the 
security of the pilgrims,” said the - 
prince in an interview published 
in the Saudi newspaper A1 Sharq 
A1 Awsat. 

‘ There will be no hooligan 
.demonstrations and no provoca- 
tive slogans," said the prince, 
who is the commander of the 



Regent 
sends cable 
• to Ozal 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Saturday sent 
a cable to Turkish Prime 
Minister Tnrgnt Ozal congra- 
tulating him on escape from an 
assassination on his ffie. 

The Regent wished Ozal con- 
tinued health and hap pin es s 
and the Tnridsfa people farther 
progress and prosperity. Prime 
Minister Zaid R ifiti afro sent 
Ozal a sawflar cable. 

the first bullet fired by the gun- 
man bit the microphone in front 
of Ozal and the second one hit his 
ri ght thumb . 

Ozal took cover immediately 
behind the lectern when be heard 
tiie shots, Anatolia said. Dele- 
gates and others inside the con- 
vention hall also took cover, it 
said. 

“I saw' the gunman take careful 
aim at the premier and fire at him 
twice." Eyup Asik, a deputy 
chairman of the .party,, tola the 
agency. 

Ozal came to power in a gener- 
al election in 15183 after three 
years of military rule. He won a 
second five-year term with an 
overwhelming mandate in elec- 
tions last November. 

His free-raarket economic poli- 
cies and outward- looking foreign 
policy, including an application 
made 14 months agp for full 
membership of the European 
Economic Community (EEC), 
have radically changed the image 
of a once-introverted Turkey. 

(Contraned on page 5) 


Palestinian students, who re- 
turned to school in the occupied 
West Bank after a two-day clo- 
sure, lit tyres and erected roadb- 
locks immediately after school 
ended. 

A P alestinian man in the Khan 
Yomtis refugee camp died after 
troops opened fire on stone- 
throwing protesters, residents 
said. Eight others were wounded 
from live ammunition, rubber 
bullets and beatings, they added. 

The death brought a toll in the 
six-month n prismg agamd- Israeli 
occupation to at least 219 Palesti- 
nians. 

The underground leadership of 
the uprising called in its last 
leaflets for “a day of public con- 
frontation" to show support for 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) and Palestinian 
self-determination. 

Students in the West Bank city 
of Ramallah and nearby A1 Birch 
camp marched from their schools 
to a mosque in central Ramallah 
to erect roadblocks and burn 
tyres after school. 

The Israeli occupation author- 
ities opened schools Satnrday af- 
ter dosing them for two days 
because of protests. 

The. schools were originally 
closed m February because of the 
uprising but gradually reopened 
several weeks ago. 

Palestinians said there were 
also demonstrations in Amari, 
Jalazon and Qadouri camps. 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
held a general strike Saturday, 
paralysing commerce and trans- 
portation. Protesters also burned 
tyres in the streets. 

In the Khan Youms refugee 
camp, soldiers opened fire on 
protesters who threw firebombs 
at them. An Arab reporter said 
Khaled A1 Haj Yousef, 17, was 
shot in the chest and died of his 
wounds. Another boy, aged 14, 
was shot in the knee. 


In Jerusalem, several months 
of «ilm were shattered when 
Palestinian students used stones 
and large garbage wagons to 
block Salaedmn Street, the main 
shopping thoroughfare in the 
dty. 

Major-General Amram Mitz- 
na, commander of Israeli forces 
in tiie occupied West Bank, said 
Saturday the Palestinians have 
gained confidence during their 


six-month □ prising. 

“The Pales tinians ' feelings of 
achievement and of their own 
capabilities, the way they came to 
brow our sensitivities and weak- 
nesses, means things will never be 
what they were before the upris- 
ing said Mrtzna. 

He said the Israeli army would 
have to go on maintaining a 
massive presence in the occupied 
territories. “When we solve one 
problem, another crops up some- 
where else," he said. “We are 
already prepared for the fact the 
uprising will last a long time." 

Mitzna said Palestinians have 
moved from the phase of mass 
demonstrations to the more lethal 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan, World Bank 
review cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Thouqan A1 Hindawi 
Saturday held talk* with World 
Bank Director for Europe, the 
Middle East and North Africa 
William Cooper. 

Hindawi and Cooper reviewed 
cooperation between Jordan and 
the World Bank particularly with 
regard to the bank’s support for 
Ministry of Education projects 
deagned to modernise teaching 
methods and promote the stan- 
dard of teachers and curricula. 

Expressing the bank’s - confi- 


dence in projects and goals set by 
the Jordam'ah government and 
the Ministry of Education, Coop- 
er approved an immediate loan to 
Jordan to enable the Kingdom to 
continue some urgent projects 
which the ministry began before 
reaching financing agreements 
with the bank. 

Hindawi thanked Cooper for 
understanding Jordan’s needs 
and aspirations in the field of 
education. 

The secretary general of the 
Ministry of Education attended 
the meeting. 


Iraq reports heavy 
air combat missions 


NICOSIA 
fight over 


[enries) — A dog- of Iran's parliament and recently 
Gulf Saturday be- appointed commander in chief of 


tween an Iranian jet fighter and the aimed forces, said that U.S. 
an Iraqi Mirage trying to attack warships were in the Gulf to buoy 
tankers ended with the Iraqi jet the Iraqi government. 


being shot down, the Iranian 
news agency (IRNA) claimed. 


The proposed sale of warplanes 
and missiles to Kuwait was “ano- 


Iraq vehemently denied tire gant." he said in remarks at 
account, with the Iraqi news Friday prayer ceremonies at 
agency saying its combat aircraft Tehran University. 


flew 109 sorties Saturday, and all 
returned safely to base. 


Iraq also said Friday it recap- 
tured several strategic peaks in 


AbdnUah Dm Abdul Aziz 
Abdullah said that British offi- 


Moscow in dilemma 
over ethnic dispute 


Iran said one of its fighter jete northeastern mountains of 

® .Iraqi Kurdistan after 60 hours of 
a.m. ( 06.12 GMT) and the Iraqi ficrce fighting with Iranian defen- 
jet was hit and sank in the Gulf, 

■- 

A high command communique 


country’s paramilitary National oak affirmed that they "do not 


Guard. 

“We shall not permit, at all 
costs, that any voice rise higher 
than that of the prayers of a 


deal with terrorists,'’ with refer- 
ence to the pro-Iranian groups 
bolding three British hostages in 
Lebanon, and that the latest Brit- 


wors hiper, the hymns of the ish contacts with Tehran were 
devout and adoration of the only designed to solve outstanding 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A ma- 
jor dash between two Soviet re- 
publics appears to be coming to a 
head. 

With the parliaments of Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan taking oppos- 


according to Iranian news reports . 

monitored in Nicosia. A corani 31113 communique 

Iraq said its warplanes flew 74 read over Baghdad Television 
combat missions while its helicop- ti* c Army Corps larm- 

ier gunshxps went on 35 combat ched the attack at 5 a.m. Wednes- 
sorties. It was the lowest number day the battles did not end 


creator," he added. 

Abdullah was interviewed in 
London at -the conclusion of a 
state visit to Britain which he said 
dealt with terrorism as well as the 
proposed international peace 


only designed to solve outstanding .mg stands over tiie disputed re- 
embassy problems (see page 5). gjon of Nagorno-Karabakh, peo- 


Iran was accused of terrorism 
and subversion by Riyadh last 
April 26 when the kingdom rup- 
tured diplomatic ties with the 
neighbour. Riyadh cited among 


pie of the two transcaucasian 
republics await a final decision 
from Moscow on tee issue. 

On Friday tee Azerbaijan Sup- 
reme Soviet endorsed a recom- 
mendation by its executive body 
to reject a request from Nagorno- 
Karabakh for the region to be 


conference on the Middle East other issues the riots by Iranian mendation by its executive body 
and means of ending the Iran- pilgrims at last year’s annual pil- to reject a request from Nagorno- 
Iraq war. grimage season. Karabakh for tiie region to be 

Toronto summit offers more 
diplomatic niceties than business 


TORONTO (Agencies) — 
Leaders of major industrial na- 
tions gathered in this sparkling 
lakeside city Saturday for an eco- 
nomic summit likely to be re- 
membered chiefly as a diplomatic 
stage for Ronald Reagan's good- 
byes. 

One by one, heads of state or 
government from the seven sum- 
mit countries arrived for a three- 
day meeting that opens formally 
Sunday in a glass and marble 
conference centre protected by 
security fences, concrete barriers, 
airborne surveillance, bomb-snif- 
fing dogs and hundreds of Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. 

Nature kept the atmosphere 
festive with perfect party weather 
— dry, springlike sunshine with 
blue skies and breezes riffling 
Lake Ontario. 

The Toronto summit, 14th in a 
series begun in 1975, brings 
together tee elected leaders, fi- 
nance and foreign ministers- of 


— to review pressing economic and 
na- diplomatic issues, 
ing But the meetings seldom pro- 
co- dues major decisions and officials 
re- on all rides said only token prog- 
itic ress was expected in this year’s 
od- review of such issues as relief of 
Third World debt and disputes 
or over agricultural subsidies, 
on- “It is not going to be a summit, 

cc- I believe, in which some great 
illy new direction is charted or some 
ble crisis action taken because there 
by is no crisis," Britain’s chancellor 
sis, of the exchequer. Nigel Lawson, 
rif- said Friday in London, 
yal Italian Premier Qriaco de Mita 
was the first to arrive Saturday, 
ere and was being followed by British 
tier Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
ifth er and European Economic Com- 
ing munity (EEC) President Jacques 
Delots. 

n a West German Chancellor Hel- 
ngs mut Kohl, who arrived for his 
fi- first official visit to Canada, 
of Wednesday, was coming to' 


Canada, Britain, France, West Toronto for tee summit Saturday 
Germany, Italy, Japan and the evening after a sightseeing trip to 


Germany, Italy, japan ana tne 
United States — the leading non- 
communist industrial powers — 


Quebec. 

Japanese Prime Minister 


Noboru Takeshita arrived Friday 
and was meeting with Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mufroney, 
tins year's summit host, later 
Saturday. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and Reagan were coming 
to Toronto Sunday for the formal 
opening of the summit confer- 
ence, which lasts until Tuesday. 

Much of the summit was ex- 
pected to be focussed on a fond 
farewell for Reagan, whose- term 
will end next January before the 
leaders next spring meeting in 
France. 

But his finance minister. Treas- 
ury Secretary James Baker, has 
acknowledged teat Reagan faces 
intense opposition at the summit 
over its proposal to end from 
subsidies worldwide by the year . 
2000. 

This is Reagan’s eighth and last 
economic summit and part of a 
sentimental journey en route to 
retirement — a bit antidimactic 
following his dramatic Kremlin 
meeting with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev three weeks 
ago. 


transferred to Armenia. 

An Azerbaijan foreign ministry 
spokesman told Reuters: 

“The Supreme Soviet consi- 
dered that the departure of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. . . contra- 
dicted tee constitution of the 
Soviet Union as well as tee tradi- 
tional ties of friendship be tween- 
tee Armenian and Azerbaijani 
peoples.” 

The move followed a vote by 
tee corresponding body in Arme- 
nia Wednesday to annex Nagor- 
no-Karabakh. It has been ruled 
by Azerbaijan since 1923, 
although 75 per cent of its 
population are Armenian. 

Pope encourages Aquino 
to maintain democracy 

redrawn only with the consent of * 

all republic concerned. , VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — study, was one of the most cordial 

Pope John Paul Saturday encour- and happy seen at an official visit, 
expresses tiie rig ht of all peoples aged Philippines President Cora- “The recent history of your 
to relf-determmation. This was ^ Aquino to pursue her efforts country is filled with important 

to sustain democracy at home, events which continue to have a 
saying history had given her a profound effect on the collective 
heavy burden. . life of tee nation,” the Pope said 


of missions since fighting re- until ^ p.m. Friday, 
newed this week with an Iranian . 1* Mount Ahmed Roumy, 
assault on Iraqi positions in tee highest point overlooking the 
Salamcheh region east of Basra. Mawat border region in northeast 
The war communique issued by, I 1 ®*!’ a °ti six nearby heights were 
INA reported fighting at various retaken, 
points along tee 1,180-kilometre The mountain, more than 
irder. 2,000 metres high, overlooks an 

Iraq said Friday that its forces entire Iraqi valley. It is about 40 
ot down an Iranian helicopter kilometres northeast of Sulima- 
liie an Iranian religious leader niyah. Iraq's largest northern city 
bed out at the U.S. for a and the provincial capital of the 
oposed weapons sale to Kurdish region. The mountain is 
wait- about seven kilometres from the 

Hashcnri Rafsanjani, speaker Iraq-Iran border. 


shot down an Iranian helicopter 
while an Iranian religious leader 
lashed out at the U.S. for a 
proposed weapons sale to 
Kuwait. 

Hashcnri Rafsanjani, speaker 


to self-determination. This was 
used by tee Armenian parliament 
to justify the right of Nagorno- 
Karabakh to decide for itself to 
which republic it should belong. 

The votes now leave tee Krem- 
lin with no option but to deter- 
mine which interpretation should 
be applied. In March, Soviet 
officials cited Article 78, when 
Moscow ruled against any im- 
mediate change in the status of 
the region. 

The TASS news agency re- 


V ATI CAN CITY (Agencies) — study, was one of the most cordial 
Pope John Paul Saturday encour- and happy seen at an official visit, 
aged Philippines President Cora- “The recent history of your 


life of tee nation,” the Pope said 


“The tasks that history has set in apparent reference to the 
your excellency in tee service of period since the 1986 ousting of 
your country are by no means Ferdinand Marcos. 

Iiobt ** Prtnn t/\M rli m rieuAfttln Tli* Dmm I xl ru. ■ 


mine wfoch interpretation should light," the Pope told tee devoutly The Pope, who visited tee Phi- 
be applied, in March, Soviet Roman Catholic Aquino during a lipptnes in 1931 when Maras was 
officials cited Article 78, when state visit to the Vatican capping president, said he would pray that 
Moscow ruled against any im- her European trip. the country could respond “to tee 

mediate change in the status of The Pope and Aquino, who 'demands of tee present chafleng- 
™**]*8*5®. attended tee Pope's private mass ing hour of your history." 

The TASS news agency re- Friday morning, spoke alone for Aquino thanked the Pope for 
ported tee Azerbaijani decision 35 minutes before the public part his prayers during the 1986 re- 
and said the parliament session of tee visit. volution and said "God’s hand... 

was broadcast live on the republic’s A Vatican statement said snatched my country from the 

i Aquino, who was greeted with edge of calamity." 
full honours, told tiie Pope of the The leader of Asia’s most Ro- 

phihppine government’s efforts man Catholic country met with 
to &id stable solutions to tee the Pope at tee conclusion of a 
country’s many problems. three-day visit to Italy. 

The atmosphere of the public The Philippine Catholic church 
part* of the audience, during ■ played a major role in the “peo- 
whicb a cheerful Pope and pie power" revolution that 
Aquino read speeches and ex- brought Aquino to power and 
changed gifts m the pontiff’s ended 20 years of rule by Marcos. 


television and radio stations. West- 
ern reporters have been barred 
from Armenia and Azerbaijan 
since tee dispute erupted into 
ethnic unrest earlier this year. 

The unrest led to bloodshed in 
February, when 32 people, most- 
ly Armenians, were killed in riots 
in the Azerbaijani city of Sum- 
gait, 
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Amman Rotary 
Club: 36 years of 
community service 


5a f ad G. Hattar reports on the activities of the 
Amman Rotary Club 


AMMAN — Since its founding 
36 wars ago, the Amman Rotary 
Club (ARC) has contributed to 
setting up more than 20 commun- 
ity service projects at an average 
cost of JD S.OQO a year. 

Established in the early fifties, 
the club, a local branch of the 
Rotary' rnfemarional, has been 
instrumental in boosting the 
country's cultural and education- 
al standards as well as fostering 
social interaction through a scries 
of well organised programmes. 

The ARC stands out among 
local assemblies as one of the 
most active clubs, with far- 
reaching multi-purpose program- 
mes for the benefit of both its 
.members and the community at 
large. 

Tn a recent interview with the 
Jordan Times. Ra’ouf Abu Jaber, 
a veteran Rotarian, made a chro- 
nological review of the develop- 
ment of the ARC and the pro- 
jects to which it contributed in 
the country. 

This year's ARC project is 
large rted towards sertiog up an 
integral social centre in Al 
Quweismeh housing complex, 
one of the urban development 
projects in the Kingdom. 

The centre, to be set up in 
cooperation with the Urban De- 
velopment Department fUDDl. 
is estimated to cost between JD 
40.000 and JD 42,000. Due to 
start in July of this year, construc- 
tion of the centre is expected to 
last for 18 months. The centre 
would consist of an auditorium, a 
sewing teaching centre, a kinder- 
garten. a children's playground 
and a dental clinic for children. 

For its part, the UDD has 
allotted a 12-dunum piece of land 


towards the project while the 
ARC plans to contribute as much 
as JD 12,000 in members’ dona- 
tions. The Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund has undertaken to 
meet the remaining JD 30,000 for 
the centre. 

Rotarians in Jordan are cur- 
rently engaged in a world-wide 
effort taxgetted towards wiping 
out all diseases which strike chil- 
dren, most notably polio. 

The "Polio Plus" project, as it 
is labelled, is yet another indica- 
tor of Rotary International's con- 
tribution towards improving the 
living standards of children in the 
world. 

The ARC has already met 50 
per cent of its share of 526,000 
towards the $120 million Polio 
Plus project. Jordan is one of 
dozens of beneficiaries through- 
out the world. The project will 
provide for supplying ambu- 
lances. technicians, and vaccina- 
tions and other health-related 
apparatus. 

Havig begun earlier this year, 
the Polio Plus project has already 
pumped S26 milli on into Sudan. 
S2S million into Turkey, and $22 
million into India. 

Although South Yemen does 
not have a local Rotary Club, it is 
to benefit from the Polio Plus 
project, and Jordan-based Rota- 
rians were named as sponsors for 
that effort. 

Over the years in Jordan, one 
project stands out as the most 
costly and well planned. It was a 
health service programme fo 
combat the spread of tuberculosis 
in the Kingdom in 1972. Approx- 
imately $100,000 in the form of 
pharmaceutical products .and 
medical equipment were invested 



Hepatitis B — highly 
risky, easily avoidable 


By Sana Atfyeb 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Hh Royal Highness Crown Prince 
opening ceremony of the Rotary 


Hassan at the 
dub’s Rqjef 


social centre on July 15, 1979. Mr. Rauf Aim 
Jaber is on the Crows Prince’s right (file photo) 


in the project, which was carried 
out in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health. 

In that particular project, In- 
ternational Rotarian Clubs 
offered contributions in coopera- 
tion with Jordan-based Rotarians 
which helped realise optimum be- 
nefits. 

In the aftermath of the 1967 
Arab- Israeli war, the dub pre- 
sented the Jordan Red Crescent 
(JRO with a fully-equipped vehi- 
cle for field medical operations. 
The dub had ordered the vehicle 
before the war erupted and the 
delivery was made just in time to 
cater for war victims. 

Those were just few of many 
community service projects de- 
signed to improve the living con- 
ditions of the country’s less pri- 
vileged citizens. 

Many people, however, have 
the impression that accessibility 
to the Amman Rotary dub is 



limited to “the most privileged 
segment of sodety.” 

‘ Furthermore, there is a widely - 
held conception that the dub's 
various p ro g ra m mes and activi- 
ties are almost always geared to 
the benefit of the upper class, 
accusing the dub of classism. 

In his interview with the Jordan 
Times, Aba Jaber sought to dis- 
pel what he termed as misleading 
information about the essence of 
Rotary Chib’s activities in the 
Kingdom. 

“We are not selective as to the 
admission of new members," said 
Abu Jaber who was the only 
Jordanian to assume the post of 
governor for the Middle East 
Rotary circuit. The circuit in- 
cludes dubs in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Cyprus and Bahrain. 

“As far as membership is con- 
cerned,' we strictly follow foe 
Rotary International charter 
which is universally-adhered to.” 

Abu Jaber went on to say that 
the dub’s charter states that 
“only die pioneer in each trade" 
is eligible fin membership. Abu 
Jaber also defends the dub 
against charges of efitian." The 
Rotary’s objective lies in en- 
couraging and fostering the 
advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fellowship 
of business and professional men 
united in the ideal of service. It is 
a worldwide network of coopera- 
tion and understanding for a bet- 
ter world," die club’s charter, 
states. - 


The Rotary Club’s children’s library presented to the 


Mnmripofity hi 1974 (File pboto) 


Established in 1956, foe 80- 
member Amman Rotary Chib 
became a de jure member of a 
worldwide network of 20,000 
dubs with more than 900,000 
Rotarians in 157 countries and 
geograhical regions. 

Yet, the dub bears local char- 
acteristics and a Jordanian hall- 
mark. Furthermore, according to 
Abu Jaber, Jordanian Rotarians 


are always ready for voluntary 
work and financial contributions 
for the under privileged. Those 
activities nm parallel to the intel- 
lectual programmes directed to 
the Kingdom's inteltigensia. 
Those p rog r am mes include lec- 
tures by key intellectuals and 
public figures. 

In the same vein, the Rotarians 
meet every Tuesday to discuss 
topical issues, and often, they 
invite a renowned think-tank 
member or a pioneer in his/her 
field to address the assembly. . 

Last month, the ARC hon- 
oured a veteran Rotarian for his 
relentless endeavours towards 
upgrading the Jordanian eco- 
nomy at the turn of the century. 

Haj Mohammad Ah Budeir, 
the first Jordanian to set up a 
public share holding company in 
the 1920’s, was given a warm 
reception and a plaque acknow- 
ledging his services to the 
country. 

Such an assembly is common- 
place. Because Rotary Interna- 
tional charters restrict mem- 
bership to no more than 80 mem- 
bers two other dubs came to 
being in Amman to meet the 
growing demand for such institu- 
tions. 

The Philadelphia Club and foe 
Amman Petra Club grouping 65 
and 52 members respectively, 
have been registered since 1956. 
The Inner Wheel, an umbrella 
assembly for foe wives of Rota- 
■ nans, is also active in various 
domains of community service. It. 
groups 45 women at the ARC and 
42 at the Philadelphia Club. 


AMMAN— Hepatitis B (HBV), 
a viral disease which attacks the 
liver possibly leading to cancer of 
the liver and eventual death, kills 
an estimated 2 million people 
worldwide per year. Five per cent 
of foe world’s population are 
carriers. More than 1,000 irnffio n 
people have been infected by the 
virus; more than 200 million ere 
chr onic carriers, and more t han 
50 millio n new infections occur 
annually. 

One in five carriers will die 
prematurely as a result of fiver 

cancer. 

In Jordan, approximately 10 
per cent of foe population are 
carriers, according to World 
Health Organisation (WHO) fi- 
qures. 

Because Jordan lies in the high 
endcunrity carrier rates — between 5 
and 15 per cent — and because of 
consequences resulting in a high 
mor tality rate, HBV can be consi- 
dered a serious problem in the 
country, according to a specialist 
in fiver disease at foe University 
of Jordan hospital. 

Dr. Ala’ Toukan. the special- 
ist, recently returned from a 
WHO conference on HBV in 
Saiirff Arabia. He said that it was 
found that the Middle East was 
one of the worst areas facing 
HBV. It stood third after Africa 
and parts of Southeast Asia. 
According to figures, as much as 
14 per cent of the population in 
some parts of foe Midale East are 


become a carrier for life: whereas 
when an adult is infected, he or 
she will become 31 bat will not 
continue to carry the virus. 

Another common way that the 
vires is passed is through vertide 

tr ansm ission- This occurs when 

an infected mother passes the 
virus on to her baby d uri n g tha 
fime of birth. Toukan explained. 
“But we believe tins is not as 
common here as it is in Southeast 
Asa,” he added. 


In the West, a low endemidty 
rate region of HBV carriers — 
less t h an 1 per cent, the forms of 
transmission differ because of 
cultural dif fe ren ces, the doctor 
said. There, HBV is normally 
t ransmi tted through blood trans- 
fusions, homosexual acts, multi- 
ple heterosexual relations, pros- 
titution, and infected needles 
used by drug addicts. 

No. 1 suspect 
Toukan said that a community 
study was conducted by the Uni- 
versity of Jordan’s hospital on the 
hepatitis B problem in the rural 
areas in the Kingdom with the 
aim of seeing the virus’ behaviour 
within the family and to formu- 
late vaccination strategies in the 
future. It was found that poverty 
was foe main contributor to 
HBV, and thm transmission witb- 
in the family was the most com- 
mon. “As foe country improves 
its standard of living and poverty 
decreases then we should find 
some improvement with this 
problem," Toukan commented. 


ral reasons. “We can’t teD 
dren not to take care of their little 
brothers ami sisters and not to 
kiss each other.' We can’t te3 
people sot to drink coffee from 
others’ cups for example. We 
have to be very carefol in how to 
handle their education on the 
farms of HBV tra n s mis sion, fr 
needs thorough reseach into how 
to convince people to be can. 
does," Toukan said. . . . 

Vaccination 

The doctor added that the soc^ 
ety also snnports research pro- 
jects into HBV, and broadcast 
their ffodfag* through the media, 
mainly newspapers. Furth- 
ermore, the society offers finan- 
cial support to poor patients by 
paying their hospital tails. The 
group of physicians also spon- 
sored a one-day seminar last 
where- specialists spoke a 
hepatitis B. . 


The best prevention 
this virus is vac ci na tion , 
are already various types of anti- 
HBV vaccines available, hot 
according to Toukan it is- not yet 
feasible to conduct mass vaccina- 
tions in this field. 


suspected carriers. With such a 
hig h percentage of carriers, it is 


The foremost objective of the 
Rotary Club remains to broaden 
foe scope of inter-communal 
cooperation with a view to offer 
optimum services to society. And 
so the Rotarians join hands with 
foe “inner wheelers” for a better 
society and a prospering country. 


estimated that 70 to 95 per cent of 
foe population in foe area are 
exposed to foe virus. 

Blood test 

In an interview with foe Jordan 
Times. Toukan said that foe 
problem is that these carriers 
have no way of knowing they 
cany the virus unless a blood test 
is taken. Symptoms of foe disease 
begin to show after some 20 to 30 
years, when the patient develops 
liver cirrhosis or cancer. The big- 
ger problem is that carriers can in 
many ways pass on the virus to 
others without realising it. 

According to Dr. Toukan, foe 
disease gets transmitted is from 
child to child in the same family. 
“Here young children (between 1 
and 5-ycais-oki) from poor socio- 
economic classes are most prone 
to catch the viins from each 
other. This is forced upon them 
because of their socio-economic 
environment where poor hygienic 
conditions exist and they share 
foe same washing materials, and 
where many of them sleep in one 
small room, for example,” 
Toukan said. 

He adds that foe younger foe 
child is when infected with HBV 
the more likely be or she will 


If Hepatitis B is such a serious 
problem then why are people not 
informed? Toukan explains foal 
the seriousness of the disease and. 
its behaviour were not appreci- 
ated until 5 to 10 years ago. In 
Jordan it was only discovered 1 to 
3 years ago. 

“We attempted to undertake 
campaig ns to create awareness 
among the people. In response to 
the figures we found from the 
study, we fanned the Friends of 
Liver Disease Patients Society in 
1984. The sodety comprises in- 
terested physicians who want to 
spread awareness and conduct 
farther studies,” Toukan said. 


He added that the society has 
undertaken campaign with the 
Ministry of Education to work in 
schools outside Amman — in 
Kaxak, Ma’an, Taffleb, and so mi 
— ■ last year. This year, be said, 
awareness campaigns are being 
made arXJNRWA schoob at re- 
fugee camps. 

“Specialised physicians give 
lectures to foe students and 
teachers in UNRWA schools, 
and to mothers and so on, and the 
awareness campaign on HBV will 
continue," Toukan asserted. 

He explained, however, that it 
is very difficult to inform people 
and make them aware of the 
dangers of HBV because of cultu- 


“Because of its expense and 
limited availability we 
able to conduct mass vai 
against HBV. In fact* foe 0 Ely 
two countries that do that are 
Saudi Arabia, because they can 
afford it, and South Korea; be- 
cause they manufacture a vaccine 
that costs less than $1," Toukan 
said. He adds that Western coun- 
tries vaccinate only their high risk 
groups. 

Each vaccination course in Jor- 
dan costs up to JD 7. “The cost 
must fall to less than 30 0 fib m 
order to formulate a vaccination 
campaign for everyone,” he 
stressed. 

He indicated, however, that 
high risk groups in the Kingdom 
are being vaccinated. Vaccination 
is given to famili es of carriers, 
and health care workers who are 
highly exposed to infection. Doc- 
tors, nurses, dentists and other 
health workers deal with injured 
patients who could be HBV 
tiers, they are normally va 
ated, “but only erratically; it is 
not a unified campaign,” Toukan 
stated. 


The doctor warned that 
although poorer people are pre- 
dominantly foe ones who are 
most f^oiio to getting^HBV, 
those who are better off can also 
catch it because “we live in a high 
endemics ty region, we are always 
prone to get it.” Toukan said. 

Until mass vaccination becom- 
es feasible, people should be cau- 
tious by disco u raging children 
from using others' toothbrushes 
and sharing washing materials. In 
general, hygiene should be main- 
tained in the presence of others, 
Toukan said. 
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EXHIBITIONS 


* A permanent book exhibition, at 
Tower Budding. Jabal Amman. 3rd 
Carde. 


man. Opening horns: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Martyrs' Memarlal (Military 
Mnteaa): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Ciry, Amman. 
Opening fames 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


SERVICE CLUBS 


This infonnatioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (Rf) information depart- 
ment at the Queen AH a Intematnaal 
Airport Tel. ( OS ) 53200-5, when: if 
should always be verified. 


2fc58 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:18 Cairo (RJ) 

21:38 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21 -AS Jeddah. Sana’a ( RJ) 

21:50 Baghdad (RJ) 

22:10 Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 - Bangkok (RJ) 

2238 Singapore. Koala Lumpur (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


Amman governorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198.199 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


■fr A p e r m an e n t exhibition of plastic 
art by 27 Arab artists at the Plaza 
Hold. 


* A pboto exhibition at the Jordan 
University of Science and Technology. 


■ft A Chinese books and arts exhibition 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


* Sculptures by Salam Al Madamgfaa 
at the French Cultural Centre. 


# Ao exhibition of Arabian Caffigra- 
pby by Dr. Sami Nas* Mkarem at Afia 
Art Gallery. 


The Amman Lions Cb*. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace hotel, 7 JO pm. 
Urns PbSaddphix Qnb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 pjn. 
nBaddpfafal Rotary Onb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn. 
1^0 p.m. 

Rotary dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal AnkaaobSe Orb. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Cbrle. Td. 816534. 
817534. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal t) 


1MB Aqaba (RJl 

18:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

l<h29 Lamaca (RJ) 

18-JO Cairo (RJ) 

1*35 _ DhahranfRJl 

1*48 Kuwait (RJl 

18*5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:68 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 


Damascus, Frankfort (LH) 

Cairo, London (BA) 

Damascus, Paris (AFi 

Lamaca, Berlin (BER) 

Tripoli non 

Kuwait (KUl 

Rome(AZ) 

Baghdad (1A) 


17 JO Los Angeles Chicago, Vienna (RJ ) 
17:35 Cairo (RJ) 


Bahrain, Doha, Shariah (GF) 

Tripofi(LNV 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Dubai (EK) 

Athens (OAl 

Sana’a (LH) 


Amman CfvS Defence 198,199 

Civil Defence Irtxd .... 271293,273131 

GvO Defence Qtrwesmdl 770733 

Civil Defence DeirABa 57306 

A m bulance 193,775111 

-Amman downtown fire brijgadh.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

CSvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Bofiee rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police he ad q uar ters 639141 

Ttirificpafioe 89S39(M 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water compiaims 771125/8 
Queen Aha fntt Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774131/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

PriKoompfariats 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls JO 

Overseas can* yj 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


CHURCHES 


FILMS 


it Film: “One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest.” The American Centre al 7:00 
p.ro. 

CULTUXAL CENTRES 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 J h SW 7200. 9565. 1174 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


07 M News 07:18 VOA Morning 88.-00 
News 08:10 VOA Morning 89:80 News 
89:10 VOA Morning IBM News 18:10 
New Horizons 18-Ja-Studio One I9£9 
News 19:18 Encounter 19-J8 Special 
English News & Features 2<h08 News 
28:18 Critic's Choice 2808 Issues in 
the News 21:08 News 21:16 Encounter 
21J0 Special English News & Features 
22:00 News 22.-10 Sunday Report 2Zi30 
Music. USA Standards 23.40 News 
23: 10 The Concert Hail 23:55 Editorial 
24:80 News 88:10 New Horizons 0830 
Studio One 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. £61026/7 

Americas Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ of Jordan Library 843555 


MUSEUMS 


St- Joseph Chard] (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Cbm* of the Anoodatten (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church (Roman CatboGc) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
TenusMa Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Lnweibdeb, mass in I talian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at S:J0 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the A—thte (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383, 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Td. 771751. 

Amman international Chnreh (Intcr- 
dcno miti a tion ail: meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 


18HJ0 London (RJ) 

18:18 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:15 Paris (RJ) 

18:45 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1835 Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 


AMMAN: 

S' 791880 

Dr. Baam Al Qaddtnm 648633 

779959 

E7. Tsa Abn Haydar 637123 

- 661912 

Faduw. pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma phannaey 637055 

Nautwkh pfagnn acy 623672 

61^™P hlH3nac y 636730 

raanbpft mmqp .. 644945 

anmesam pharmacy 637660 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


28:15 New York, Amsterdam. Vienna (RJ) 

28*45 - RomefRJ) 

22:45 Salalah (RJ) 

82:10 Baghdad (RJ 


.OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


89:19 Berlin. Lamaca (BER) 

11:28 Kuwait (KU> 

11:25 Kuwait (KU) 

11:49 Damascus (AZ) 


11:49 Damascus (AZ) 

liM Baghdad (1A) 


Saturday rales 

Local seO/boy rates in Bk 

Belgian franc (for 10) 99.2 1 JOO-2 

Dutch guilder I84.W 186*7 

RwdrtanT 61.4/ 62 

Italian lira (for 100) 21.91 28.2 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 283-8/ 286.6 

Swedisbaown 59.5/ 60.1 

Swiss franc 2492/ 251.7 

U.fCsterfing pound 646/ 653,5 

U.S. dollar 355.2/ 359.2 

W. German mark 207.5/ 209.6 


13:20 Cairo five) 

13J0 ...Bahrain, Doha. Sharjah (GF) 

13- 45 Kuwait (LN) 

14- 35 Kuwait (KU) 

IfeM Jeddah (SV) 

17:99 Dubai (EK) 

17:35 Athens (0 A) 

1925 Frankfurt (LH) 

28:15 Beirut (ME) 

01.-60 — London. Cairo (BA) 


MetfralCwitre 81381302 

Mato, J. Amm 636140 

rhfesfrne.Shmdssmi 664173/4 

Shmehani Hospital <569131 

7771 m 

Eg* 

Ooeen ABa HosfrftaJ 60224(950 

Amal H<»pital ,..^CT4]S 


TAXIS: 

TaUtad 

Venice taxi 

Asfoartaxs _ 

Tamer taxi ”* 

Nabdataxi ..... 
HoEdaytaxi 

Shyedtaai 

Mkkfe East taxi 


1*8 10- . 
^MotaanmadAlsia,* 
At Sharaa pharmacy 

ZAKQAs 

Dr. Ratib 'AtaOah 


994424 

— .7.-985417 


PRAYER TIMES 


“Child Ten's Heritage and Sdenee 
Museum.** Fun and knowledge (or all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. « 6:00 
p.m. Closed oa Friday. 

Fofldare Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaha and ./trash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 


Bapiist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 

Evangefeal Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295) 

Rafnbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational -ecurneniai En- 
gfish Service; Saturday 6:30 p,tn. teL 
822605, Rev. Veli. 

The Clrareb of Jesus CUtsfLi&m 
Day Saints (Motuwl) Td. 815-817, 
821-264. 


DEPASTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal f) 


83:46 Fhjr 

0533 (SawBe;ihito 

1237 - Dhuhr 

Ifc 28 *Asr 

I9£l Maghreb 

21:28 Isha 


market prices 


WEATHER 


UppexfkmoT price 

Apple (French) 

Apricot — ! 

Banana 

Banana (Mnkammar) ., 
Beans 


a fib per kg. 
400 / 380 


67:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

U'J9 Salalah (RJ) 

11:45 RomefRJ) 

13.49 Vienna. New York (RJl 

12:29 Tuns. Casablanca (RJ) 

12:48 Istanbul (RJ) 

13e38 Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJl 


BalktiasuppSed by the Deportment of 
Meteorology. 


Carrot .......... 

CauBBover ... 


ft would be Ur and fine with slight 
decrease in temperature and westerly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, h wifi be 
rather hazy with northerly winds and 
calm seas. 


Cbenyfred).: 

Coni — 

Cbaunbeis 


400 / 3S6 

500 / 400 

■ 350/300 

l 300 / 250 

340/280 

90/ 60 

120/ 80 

140/100 

300 / 250 

650/500 

— 90/ 60 

150 / 120 

■^..-V220/170 

130/140 

— 350/300 




J^MnfyeDow) 

B 5 «(grecn).. 


tofro* ZZZ'’ 


;;;■ 

«2»er (sweet).. 


Tomatoes 

Watermelon !.!" 


CM* 
'420r3t 
..... 320 /a 

...... 90 M 

.....120/ fi 

80/ j 
320/2S 
■;.; ? 45O>40 

— 570736 

— 380/30 

— 420/35 
-.,,'160/12 

— 800/ 38 

— *0/6 
--... ’80/ 5 
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national news briefs 
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NUCLEAR BSE ZONES: Jordan will take part in an interna- 
tonal nieetmg to; fosa^nucfear fre# zones winch is ‘due to open in 
Berlis Simday- Rizek Al Baraineh, ^ifoo is chairman of the Lower 
Home of Parliament's Foreign Af fai rs Committee, will represent 
■Jordan at tifeuieeting and deliver a speech on the. Middle East 
Onestunr-and disarmament in the. region. Bataineh will leave Amman 
Sunday for the three-day meeting. 

AQRICULTURAL PRO DUCTS: Director General of foe Jordan 
Agricultural Marketing and Processing Company Gfaazi Abu Ham- 
dan Saturday discussed with Lebanese Ambassad or Pierre Ziyadeh 
exchange of agricultural products between Lebanon and Jordan. 

UNIVERSITY GRADUATION: University of Jordan Saturday 
held a — - - - - - ^ 
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Reddest Dr. Abdul Sal am AJ Majali presented certificates to 45 
students from the Faculty of Phannacy, 62 student from foe Faculty 
of Medicine, 111 students from the Faculty of Nursing, and 214 
students' from foe’ Faculty of Engineering and Technology. 

NEW SCHOOL FORMAGHIB: The Ministry of Education has 
embarked on. buihhng a school in' the town of Maghir in foe Mafraq 
goveruorate. The school which wiB have 18 classrooms is expected to 
cost JD 217,000 and will be ready for occupancy during 1988. 

ACCOUNTANCY TRAINING? Two training courses in aerttm* 
tancy for government departments opened at foe Institute of Public 
Administration in. Amman Saturday. Forty accountants employed by 
government ministries took part in foe 10-day courses. 

BANK LOAN: The. Qties and Villages Development Bank has 
approved a JD 35,000 loan to foe Urn Al Dammit Village f^Mincfl in 
foe Balqa governorate. The loan will finance the construction of 
roads. 


Celebrations to mark 
Great Arab Revolt 


_ KARAK (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Youth will Sunday start week- 
. long celebrations in different gov- 
emorates to mark the anniversary 
of the Great Arab Revolt. 

The celebrations entail youth 
and sports activities and seminars 
and lectures tackling foe Great 
Arab Revolt, its impact on foe 
lives of foe Arab people and its 
effect on foe process of move- 
ments in the Arab World. 

The final event will be held at 


the Palace of Culture under royal 
patronage when His Majesty 
King Hussein wQ] receive the 
banner of foe Great Arab Revolt 
carried from the city of Aqaba tty 
a group of youths. 

- Taking part in the final celebra- 
tion will be young men and 
women from various govern o- 
raies, scoots, school and universi- 
ty students and the Armed Forces 
brass bands. 


a* 

w* . 

was, 
•'5 . 

[4: . 

ifec ' 
Be.; 
i5E . 

sea*; 

•3fc; 


•a- 

q»i- 

at.. 

JE|'- 

ser 

sir. 

iw 

USE'. 

tar 

or:- . 

’as- 

;S 

at: 

dec’ 


State University chief 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Agriculture Marwan Hmoud met. 
here Saturday with Washington 
State University President 
Samuel Smith to dismiss coopera- 
tion in agriculture between the 
university and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said they discussed in particu- 
lar an exchange of expertise and 
financing , agricultural schemes in 
Jordan through tbe.U.S. Agency 


for International Aid (USAID). 

Smith later met with foe Minis- 
try Secretary General Salem Al 
Lawzi to review progress in a 
national Jordanian project which 
is being financed " 


project whK 
by USAID. 


Die project supervised by foe 
Ministry of Agriculture is de- 
signed to spread awareness 
among farmers on the employ- 
ment of modem technology in 
fanning. 


WADI MOUSA (Petra, J.T.) — 
An eight-dfty J*Wxa_Oritura! Fes- 
tival, organised by University of 
Jordan students, ended in the 
town, of Wadi Mousa near the 
ana eat Nabatean city Friday. 

The festival included educa- 
tional and entertaining activities 
which foew large numbers of 
Jordanians and foreign visitors. 

National songs and dances, tra- 
ditional songs and cultural lec- 
tures and seminars were also part 
of the event — the firstof its kind 


V 


in the Nabatean city. 

Die idea to hold the festival 
came from a group of Wadi 
Mousa undergraduate students at 
die University of Jordan, who 
were inspired by the success of 
the Jerash Festival, which was 
launched eight years ago by a 
student volunteer group and the 
staff of Yannouk University. 

The final activities were 
attended by the Ma'an governor 
and local o fficials - 
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Olympic team gets 
anti-hepatitis vaccine 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Smith 
mine and French Pharmaceutical 
Company operating through the 
ManirSiikhtian Company in Am- 
man has provided anti-hepatitis 
vaccine to foe Jordanian National 
Olympic Team, winch will take 
part in the Seoul Olympics in 
: September 1988. : 


415 


The vaccine was prepared in 
recent years; as the most up to 
date treatment in the course of 
.genetic engineering and fer- 


mentation. 

It replaces the outdated plasma 
derived vaccines which entailed 
foe risk of Mood contamination. 

The new vaccine entered Jor- 
dan's markets in early 1987 after 
international preliminary tests 
proved successful. 

The companys representative 
in Jordan Saber Bnshnaq pre- 
sented foe vaccine to Dr. Muwaf- 
faq Al Fawwaz, president of the 
Jordanian National Olympic 
Committee. 


4 unions reject law 
to unify allowances 


i 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Four Jorda- 
nian professional unions have re- 
jected a government-proposed 
law to unify allowances granted 
to government employees includ- 
ing teachers, doctors, nurses, en- 
gineers and others. - 
. They said they will soon submit 
a joint memorandum to a min- 
isterial committee which is study- 
ing the application of the pro- 
jected law. 

The rejection was voiced by foe 
presidents of the engineering, 
medical, agricultural engineers 
and dentists associations at meet- 
ings held at the Professional 
Association Complex in Amman 
Friday. 

The government has proposed 
that through this ministerial com- 
mission, equality is to be 
achieved among its employees 
who are receiving allowances at 
different levels in accordance 
with their university degrees and 
their technical capabilities. 

The associations presidents 
who spoke at the meetings out- 
lined their efforts to dissuade the 
government from taking such a 
step. They were onanimous in 
rejecting the sew law which, they 
said, was unjust and does not 


serve the aims of the national 
development schemes. 

“If the projected law is ap- 
plied," they said “it will be in- 
strumental in encouraging skilled 
technicians and professionals 
with high degrees to seek work 
abroad, thus draining tire King- 
dom of essential elements for 
development mid progress, which 
is a national goal.” 

They said if foe government 
aims -to steer students towards 
new fields, of study and training 
and stem unemployment, it (Might 
to do that through a balanced 
educational system and through 
new projects that can offer jobs 
to unemployed people. 

The presidents criticised the 
draft law because it gives certain 
privileges and higher, allowances 
to members of the diplomatic 
corps, employees of the Royal 
Court, foe judicial sector and foe 
Central Bank, and said that jus- 
tice can be done through impro- 
ving the wages of all sectors of 
employees on equal footing in 
view of the high cost of living in 
the country, and not by cutting cn 
the allowances of skilled man- 
power. . 


ACF higher council calls on 
Arabs to promote research 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Council or the Arab Chemists 
Federation (ACF) opened a 
meeting in Amman Saturday anti 
heard a call on the Arab World to 
promote chemical research work 
and prepare the ground to absorb 
develojnnents in foe technology 
of chemistry in foe'ooming cen- 
tury. 

The call was made by Dr. 
Adnan Badran, secretary general 
of the Higher Counci! of Science 
and Technology (HCST), wbo 
reviewed the Kingdom’s scientific 
research programmes. 

“We now stand on foe thres- 


hold of a new and serious en- 
deavour to give momentum to 
national research work in saence 
and technology, which ought to 
be used for foe service of Arab 
people," Badran said. 

Jordan, he said, has realised 
“the great responsibility of foe 
coining century and its chal- 
lenges, and has embarked on a 
process of modernising the edu- 
cational process from its roots, 
barring at the elementary level 
and moving upwards to the 
secondary level, and soon it will 
introduce modernisation and de- 
velopment in higher education.” 



The Higher ( of the Arab Chemists Federation opens a i 
m Amman Saturday (Petra photo) 


Badran said that foe HCST was 
established to promote research 
work and technology so that they 
can contribute to the country's 
national development. 

Dr. Ahmad Haj Sa'id, the 
council’s president, delivered a 
speech emphasising the role of 
che mis ts in building an adv- 
anced Arab industry and paid 
tribute to Jordan's efforts in plan- 
ning and implementing educa- 
tional policies at different levels 
and employing modem technolo- 
gy in various fields. 

Dr. Mohammad Salameh, foe 
federation’s assistant secretary 
general, and Dr. Qasftn Shunna, 
the president of the Jordanian 
Chemists Association (JCA), del- 
ivered speeches referring to the 
role of Arab chemists in foe Arab 
World’s development. 

The two-day meeting will dis- 
cuss the federation's financial and 
administrative report, the return 
of foe Egyptian Chemists Asso- 
ciation ro the federation and the 
compilation of an Arab lexigon 
on chemistry. 

The two-day meeting paves foe 
ground for foe federation’s eighth 
meeting to open here Monday in 
which 125 chemists from the 
Arab countries and Jordan will 
take part 

At least 95 working papers are 
to be discussed by the delegations 
in the three-day meeting, cover- 
ing petrochemicals, teaching of 
chemistry in foe Arab World and 
other related topics. 


Health minister receives report on 
Jordan’s birth-spacing programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Kfinis- 
ter Zaid Hamz eh Saturday re- 
ceived a report on foe progress of 
a birth-sparing programme being 
implemented in Jordan by the 
“Ronco” establishment, which is 
based in the United States. 

Ronco Vice President Alice 
Morton and the establishment’s 
director of birth-spacing prog- 
ramme Abdul Razzaq Tburayya, 
who met Hamzeh in his office, 
said that the programme was 
progressing well on the training 


of Jordanian personnel who will 
give advice on birth-spacing. 

- The trainees are all doctors 
and midwives employed by the 
Ministry of Health; and their 
programme is being financed by 
the U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development (USAID), 
according to Dr., Suleiman Qu- 
b’ain, a senior Ministry of Health 
official. 

Qub’ain, who attended the 
meeting with the minister, told 
the Jordan Times that USAID 


Hammouri voices support 
for cultural organisations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Culture and National Heritage 
Mohammad Hammouri said 
Saturday that the government 
trill not spare any effort to sup- 
port various cultural organisa- 
tions and provide assistance that 
can give impetus to the cultural 
and literary movement in the 
Kingdom. 

The minister was addressing 
the opening session of a training 
course in the use of computers in 
public libraries and information 
centres organised by foe Jordan 
Library Association (JLA) in 
cooperation with the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS). 

He said until recently libraries 
in Jordan and the Arab World 
had been using foe traditional 
and manual style of handling and 
storing books, but modernisation 


had to be introduced so that Arab 
researchers can easily obtain in- 
formation from a greater number 
and larger variety of publications. 

Some of foe Jordanian libraries 
have developed and are efficient- 
ly employing computers in all 
their activities, the minister said. 

JLA President Faroak Maaz out- 
lined the main topics to be given 
to the participants and noted that 
more and more libraries around 
foe world are relying on compu- 
ters for their work. 

Computers can help in inde- 
xing, c l a ss ifica ti on of books and 
periodicals, rapid acquisition of 
information and documentation, 
Maaz said. 

A total of 24 libra rians from 
Jordan and other Arab countries 
are taking part in the tr aining 
course. 


Passport department 
witnesses conjestion 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Passports 
Department is currently witness- 
ing congestion of people wishing to 
renew passports, obtain tempor- 
ary ones for crossing into the 
occupied Arab territories, or 
seeking permits for performing 
fob year’s pilgrimage rites in 
Mecca. 

Department Director Issa 
Omari was reported by Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily as saying that addi- 
tional number of employees have 
been recruited to help carry out 
the work and to stay behind after 
office boors if need be, to com- 
plete all procedures. 


The report said' that the con- 
gestion resulted from the return 
of foe expatriates to spend foeir 
bohdays here, the end of the 
school term which requires stu- 
dents to obtain passports if they 
wish to travel abroad for study 
and preparations for the pilgrim- 
age season next month. 

According to Omari the de- 
partment mil issue permits to 
pilgrims from Palestinian land 
occupied since 1948 for departure 
to Saudi Arabia as soon as it 
receives notification from the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs of the names of those 
allowed to leave. 


Woman sentenced 
to death for murder 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The criminal 
court has sentenced a 19-year-old 
woman identified only as Sa S to 
death by hanging for murdering 
her four-year-old stepson. 

A report in Al Dnstonr Arabic 
daily said that foe court found the 
woman guilty of drowning the 
four-year-old boy, identified as 
Samer A.D. in a waterweU to get 
rid of him because, she said, be 
had been giving her a lot of 
trouble and needed constant 
care. 

The woman is foe second wife 
of the children's father who had 
divorced his former wife and mar- 
ried her to look after his three 
young children including the dead 
boy, according to the report. 

It said that the body of the boy 
was not discovered until a few 
days later by the well's owner 


identified as H-A. from Rah aba 
village in the Irbid region where 
the crane was committed. 

The paper said that the murder 
took place in the absence of the 
children’s father whose work 
takes him away from home for 
several days. 

Meanwhile, the military court 
in Amman was reported by the 
local press as nearing the end of 
hearings in the case of a seven* 
member group of murderers who 
killed four people and stole JD 
19,000 from a military bus. 

A! Ra’i Arabic daily said that 
the court has heard the testimony 
of 12 witnesses and was bolding 
its last session Saturday before 
deliberating over the verdict, ex- 
pected to be announced in the 
coming few days. 


normally finances similar prog- 
rammes carried out by “Ronco” 
in other parts of foe world. Ron- 
co, be added, is specialised in 
providing health care advice to 
health authorities and offers 
training to personnel in different 
countries. 

Speaking at the meeting. Dr. 
Hamzeh said that health centres 
are now spreading in all parts of 
rural Jordan, and doctors carry 
out primary health care services 
not only at foe centres but also at 
schools and, mother and child 
care centres. 

Coinciding with foe meeting at 
the Health Ministry, a course 
attended by doctors and mid- 
wives on birth spacing ended in 
Karak Saturday. 

The participants in the two- 
week coarse did practical work 
which included discovery of 
dangerous pregnancies and beard 
lectures on breast-feeding and 
birth- spacing. 



Delegates from Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Saadi Arabia, 
Lebanon and Sudan attended the dosing session of 
a five-day symposium on protection of agricuttHral 


workers against occupational injuries in Amman 
Saturday (Petra photo) 


Meeting calls for fund 
to help Arab farmers 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A five-day symposium on 
the question of providing protection to farmers and 
agricultural workers against occupational injuries, 
ended in Amman Saturday with a call by delegates 
on Arab countries to include agricultural workers in 
social security systems and offer them security and 
protection against risks and other dangers. . 


The symposium also appealed 
to the Arab governments to help 
establish a special fund that can 
offer proper compensation to far- 
mers in drought years and urged 
the Arab Common Market to* 
help find solutions for problems 
encountered in marketing agri- 
cultural produce. 

The symposium which opened 
here last Tuesday was attended 
by delegates from Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon 
and Sudan, and the deliberations 
covered means to help Arab far- 
mers confront occupational risks 
and overcome disasters. 

The delegates called on Arab 


states to ratify and implement all 
agreements adopted by the Inter- 
nationa] Labour Organisation 
(CLO) concerning securities for 
workers in agriculture, and to 
give protection to the rights of 
these workers while working in 
other Arab countries. 

They also called on social 
security organisations in Arab 
countries to work out a detailed 
statistical study on agricultural 
workers and their distribution, so 
that it can benefit planners and 
policy-makers in working out so- 
da] security measures for them. 

The delegates called on em- 
ployers to take the proper mea- 


sures which can give ample pro- 
tection to their workers, and to' 
spread awareness on health pro- 
tection among workers and far- 
mers alike. 

The five-day meeting was 
opeoed by Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) Director General 
Mahdi Farhan who called for 
social security systems to provide 
protection to agricultural 
workers. 

The delegates reviewed work- 
ing papers submitted by the parti- 
cipating countries and heard lec- 
tures on social security for 
workers. 

At the dosing session the dele- 
gates voiced their appreciation to 
Jordan for hosting the symposium 
and the facilities given to foe 
delegates to make their meeting a 
success. 

Farhan, who addressed the 
closing session, said that Jordan 
will give its total support for 
pan* Arab action and will coordin- 
ate its work in sodal security 
matters with Arab organisations. 


Tawjihl exams begin today 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — - Stu- 
dents of the top secondary class 
(Tawjihi and the third prepara- 
tory at Jordanian schools in 
the East Bank will Sunday begin . 
an examination session marking 
the end of the 1987-1988 scholas- 
tic year. 

Officials at the Ministry of 
Education, which is organising 
the examinations, said that 
51,783 students wiD take Tawjihi 
examination at 726 balls in va- 
rious provinces. 

The students are taking ex- 
aminations in literary, sdentific. 


agricultural, industrial, nursing 
and hotel management streams, 
according to these officials. 

They said at the same time 
there wifi be an additional 897 
examination halls available for 
some 63,968 students who com- 
pleted foe third preparatory class 
to determine their acceptance in 
the first secondary school in foe 
1988-1989 scholastic year. 

The ministry said earlier that it 
has set up a special committee to 
deal with the question of ex- 
aminations for students in the 
occupied Arab territories, in view 


of the uprising there and the 
closure of schools and universities 
for foe past six months. 

Ministry of Education's Secret- 
ary General Munther Al Masri 
was quoted by the local press as 
saying that foe Tawjihi students 
will be either exempted from 
taking the end-of-year examina- 
tions or they will be allowed to 
complete their study of foe sub- 
ject matter in foe summer. 

The examinations which start 
Sunday will last until foe end of 
this month. 


Experts call for revision of 
educational system in Arab 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Arab education ex- 
perts here in Amman called for a 
comprehensive and detailed revi- 
sion of the whole educational 
system in foe Arab World with a 
view to substituting “the logic of 
the able for the logic of the 
helpless.” 

The regional meeting of ex- 
perts for the “universalisation 
and renewal of primary education 
and the eradication of illiteracy in 
Arab states by the year 2000,” 
opened here Saturday to consider 
ways and means to cope with 
illiteracy problems in the Arab 
World which stand at 56 per cent 
illiteracy rate among males and 70 
per cent among females. 

In the opening session of the 
meeting. Dr. Mohammad 
Kazem, United Nations Educa- 
tion, Science and Culture Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) regional 
coordinator in the Arab states 
and director of UNEDBAS (Un- 
ited Nations Regional Office for 
Education in the Arab States) 
told participants that challenges 
have accumulated and “what con- 
fronts us is foe pressing need to 
view matters in their proper pers- 
pective." 

Kxt an added that the core of 
the issue is that the nowadays life, 
is based on renewal and coping 
with change, “for progress by 
definition b a process of con- 
tinuous renewal and renewal is 
inevitably a permanent element,” 
Kazem said. 

He pointed out that the world 
is currently suffering from 
population increase, “a phe- 
nomenon that has been termed 
population .explosion,” yet 
Kazem felt that this problem 
should be turned into a “renew- 
able source of power and pre- 
stige, if only we benefit from foe 
fruits of science, technology, 
knowledge explosion and instant 
communication and informa- 
tion.” Kazem stressed that “this 
is what it should be.” 

Explaining the goal set by the 
year 2000, Kazem said this vision, 
implies foe challenge of “creating 
a pertinent and relevant educa- 
tion” that draws on the “cultural 
identity and leads” to cultural 


development, which have foe 
best chances of trustworthy 
orientation and optimal speed. 

Kazem said that foe talk in this 
meeting should focus on a “dyna- 
mic societal movement where for- 
mal education runs parallel with 
other forms of educaton,” the 
starting point of which, Kazem 
added, should be basic education 
and foe development of human 
potentials so as to be able to offer 
what is more than mere subsist- 
ence. 

The role of UNESCO and in- 
ternational cooperation in this 
field, Kazem pointed out, is to 
help the Arab Nation release its 
energies to achieve foe cultural 
equality with other cultures, 
“rather than ruminating talk ab- 
out cultural invasion arid cultural 
domination,” Kazem said. 

He added that UNESCO's role 
is also to enhance the efforts of 
foe Arab Nation, both regionally, 
to be worthy of survival through 
the ability to contribute to the 
movement of foe international 
community towards a better fu- 
ture for all. 

Speaking on behalf of the De- 
puty Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education, Tboukan AJ Hin- 
dawi, secretary general of the 
ministry, Munther Al Masri brief- 
ly discussed Jordan’s role, over 
foe past three years, in giving due 
process and importance to educa- 
tion in the Kingdom under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

He explained that Jordan has 
reviewed all facets of education in 
the country in which afi cadres of 
foe government and public in- 
stitution have participated. 

Jordan, Masri said, has since 
held a national conference for 
development of education and 
has adopted a resolution in which 
foe minimum .mandatory period 
of education for all Jordanian 
citizens is ten years rather than 
nine. 

Other resolutions adopted by 
foe national education confer- 
ence were ones which constituted 
a “well-studied development plan 
for the Hashemite Kingdom/’ 
Masri said. 

He reiterated Jordan’s support 
for the universalisation and re- 


newal of primary education and 
the eradication of illiteracy in foe 
Arab World, and the importance 
of setting the goal by the year 
2000. Masri stressed the import- 
ance the subjects to be discussed 
at foe meeting and foe challenge 
it presents to the education spe- 
cialists. 

Dr. Musari A1 Rawi, repre- 
sentative of Arab League Educa- 
tional, Cultural and Sdentific 
organisation (ALECSO), praised 
foe high level of coordination and 
cooperation between ALECSO 
and UNESCO to avoid duplidty 
in efforts by ALECSO to im- 
prove the education level in the 
Arab World. 

Rawi pointed out that the Arab 
World is unique in that it has a 
representative education body in 
the Arab League unlike other 
parts of the world who all belong 
to the UNESCO. 

An educational spedalist from 
ABEGS (Arab Bureau for 
Education in the Gulf States), 
Hikmat Al Baza z, deputising for 
Dr. Ali Tuwaijri, director of 
ABEGS. also reiterated foe Gulf 
countries’ support for efforts to 
eradicate illiteracy and nniversal- 
ise education in foe Arab World. 

AJ Bazaz also expressed his 
organisation's hope that the 
meeting of education experts 


“would transfer theories into 
practical application, which 
would help foe Arab World reach 
a united Arab effort in the edu- 
cational and social development 
of the Arab World.” 

The regional meeting of ex- 
perts, held in Amman from June 
18-21, is expected ro discuss in its 
sessions foe objectives and mod- 
alities of cooperation between 
UNESCO and member states, 
the ALECSO regional Arab pro- 
ject for universalisation of prim- 
ary education and eradication of 
illiteracy, UNESCO major pro- 
ject for education in Latin 
America, the regional project in 
Asia. 

The main document of the 
meeting will be on foe regional 
project or universalisation of 
primary education and the era- 
dication of illiteracy in Arab 
states by the year 2000, which will 
be discussed Sunday with special 
emphasis on justifications, objec- 
tives and periorities, activities, 
management and coordination on 
the programme, financing the 
programme and foe target date 
for foe project. 

The final session of foe meeting 
will be Tuesday during which 
there will be presentation of the 
final report and recommenda- 
tions. 


Amman, June 16/1988 

The Spanish Embassy in Amman has a vacancy 
with the following characteristics: 

Vacancy: Administrative staff 

Salary: Assigned by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Spain. 

Working Hours: Six days, working up to 37 hours weekly 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Typewriting in Spanish and Arabic, knowledge of 
administrative practices. 

2. Sound knowledge of Spanish and Arabic. 

3. Merit. Knowledge of English language. 

Petitions should be addressed to the Spanish 
Embassy and those Interested may call at this 
Mission within twenty days* as from the above 
mentioned date. 


M 
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Anybody there? 


IT is not easy to draw lessons from the mini flurry of interest 
in Washington about the recent statement by Mr. Bassam 
Abu Sherif, senior adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
mi prospects for a negotiated Arab-Israeli peace settlement 
based on Israeli and Palestinian states living side by side. 
We have always felt that more clarity from the Arab side cm 
the possibility of a negotiated settlement would probably 
help achieve such a settlement. But we are also convinced _ 
that even if the Arabs were more dear about their peaceful 
intentions, the Israelis and the Americans would probably 
find new obstades to place in the way of a solution which 
was based on the Palestinian right to national seif-deter- 
mination. We’d be delighted to be proven wrong. 

Nevertheless, the PLO does well to communicate to 
western audiences its vision of a Middle East Messed with 
) Justice, peace and tranquility. The key dynamic in such a 
} situation, we fed, is the nature and extent of American 
reciprocity. We don’t expect Israelis to leap up and run for 
the negotiating table. But we do expect the American 
government to respond actively and constructively if, while 
it seeks to play the mediator’s role, one of the protagonists 
proposes a process of justice and reconciliation which could 
lead to a stable peace. The peace-making effort will not 
succeed in one fell swoop. It will come in small, incremental 
steps, building upon one another until there is sufficient 
confidence for the protagonists to. take the final leap 
forward. Mr. Abu Sherif — presumably representing the 
thoughts of his boss and of the PLO majority — has token 
just such a step. He has articulated with some clarity a 
position that the PLO and the Arab states have always 
preferred to convey in slightly more cryptic terms. We 
anxiously await a response from Washington* or from 
Israel. Will we hear voices from there which speak of 
Israelis, Pales tinians and other Arabs living in peace and 
with equal rights? We’re listening. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A I Ra’i: Shamir’s defiance 


ISRAELI Prune Minister Yitzbajc -Sh amir has announced that his 
government will not implement a ruling by an international arbitration 
commission about the occupied Sinai enclave of Taba which belongs to 
Egypt. With this statement. Shamir has thus provided yet another 
evidence that Israel will not give up occupied Arab territory no matter 
bow small its size is and regardless of the international laws and U.N. 
resolutions. This is a dear defiance of international laws and a mockery of 
international norms and rules. It shows bow determined Israel is to pursue 
its policies of aggression on the Arab countries and m aintain its 
occupation of their lands by force, of course at the expense of peace in the 
Middle East. Shamir's statement came in advance of the commission's 
final ruling on the Taba issue, dearly displaying his government’s total 
disregard to the commission's decisions and its separate peace treaty with 
Egypt. Bnt of course Egypt will not remain passive vis-a-vis Israel’s 
intransigent position and can never abandon its rights in Taba. Egypt will 
no doubt cling to its lawful right; and this could lead Egypt to abandon the 
Camp David agreements, something which observes believe is most 
feared by the United States, the architect of these agreements. The Taba 


question is a good lesson for the Arabs to learn in their dealings with 
Israel. Israel's intransigence over that issue dearly shows that it is not 


concerned with peace with the Arabs as long as that peace means a return 
of Arab land to its lawful owners, Israel is concerned with imposing 
capitulation on the Arab Nation while at the same time m aintaining its 
hold over their tenitoiy. 


AI Dustour: Israel committed to oppression 


AS the uprising continues unabated in the occupied Arab territories, 
Israel is now opting to new measures that further demonstrate its criminal 
nature. Israel’s defence minister has issued new orders to his troops and 
the Jewish settlers to open fire on Arab protesters who throw molotov 
cocktail bombs on Israeli vehicles and to demolish the homes of Arab 
people accused by the Israeli authorities of joining the resistance. By these 
measures, Rabin hopes to stifle the spirit of Arab resistance and quell the 
protests which his troops have proved to be unable to control any more. 
Rabin’s pew measures manifest Israel as a state totally committed to acts 
of terrorism and oppression against Arab civilians seeking freedom from 
foreign rule. The escalation of Israeli inhuman measures against the Arab 
population in this dangerous manner, shows that Israeli leaders have lost 
their minds and are no longer acting as humans respecting international 
laws. This is a dear sign that they are sooner or later bound to lose their 
battle against the oppressed people who are intent on achieving freedom. 
We deeply respect the Arab people and their sacrifices and are confident 
that their just struggle will be crowned with success. 



Savi. Al Shaab : Source of pride 


THE new Iraqi successes in the battlefield constitute a source of pride for 
the whole Arab Nation; and the heroic struggle of the Iraqi armed forces 
paint a bright picture Of future generations. The Iranians who have been 
rejecting all calls for peace and making a mockery of the international 
laws are being dealt one defeat after another at the eastern Bank of the 
Arab World. The Iraqi armed forces' liberation of the Fao peninsula 
marked the beginning of a scries of rapid victories for Iraq along the whole 
length of the baniefront with Iran. These victories are being reflected in 
Palestine where the uprising is being intensified and Arab youths are 
heroically confronting the Israeli aggressors and thwarting their designs 
and conspiracies. The Iraqi armed forces' endeavours to liberate their 
land and to establish peace in the Gulf should prove to the Iranians that 
they cannot export their terrorism to the Arab countries, and that their 
Israeli-like tactics and aggression would not serve their ambition. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


At last, interest rates floated 


OPEN FORUM 


Promoting peace 

NEW ORLEANS? Mere titan B ^ L edn ^! s ^ s ^!S^ 
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AT long last, the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) has decided to float 
interest rates on all kinds of direct credit extended by banks and 
finance corporations and on certain categories of deposits. Although 
this major step was long over-due, what counts now is that it was 
adopted with immediate effect 


The new hanking regulations issued by the Central Bank (see the 
newspapers of 8/6/1988) included among other things, the cancella- 
tion of the ceiling which was imposed on Certificates of Deposits 
(CD’s), previously 7.375 per cent per annum, and the abolishing of 
the ceilings set for commissions chargeable on loans and other credit. 

As of now, the depositor and his banker can agree on any interest 
rate on CD’s, provided die amount of the CD is not less than JD 1000 
and its term is not less than three months. We expect interest rates on 
sizeable CD’s to shoot up to 10 per cent. 

Deposits can, and in fact should, shift all or pan of their time 
deposits upon maturity into CD's, in order to earn the higher interest 
commanded by this form of deposits. 

In doing so, the depositor is not required to make any sacrifice. As 
a matter of fact a CD is the best and most convenient form of 
deposits. A CD can be sold, negotiated, discounted, or pledged as a 
collateral for credit, as may suit the holder at any point in time before 
its redemption. CD’s are also nominal and accordingly the owner is 
protected if the document was lost or stolen. 

Since interest on CD’s is now floating, we can assume that the 
cancellation of ceilings on interest payable on all other forms of 
deposits is a matter of time. 

The second measure taken by the Central Bank means foil fledged 
floating of interest rates on all forms of bank facilities. The overall 
interest or cost charged by banks to borrowers is comprised of two 
components: interest with a ceiling of 8 per cent p.a. and commission 
which used to have a ceiling of 1 to 1.5 per cent per annum which is 


now unristricted and can be negotiated between the bank and the 
borrower. Thus the overall interest became folly free as it can go op 
or down by changing the commission component as agreed from time 
to time between lenders and borrowers. The ceiling on the interest 
component is thus redundant and meaningless. 

From now on . the overall interest rates on banks credit win vary is 
accordance with the risk and financial soundness of the borrower 
concerned. We expect the base rate for the prime borrowers to be 10 
per cent, going up to any level to reflect the risk rating assigned to 
each customer. The result is obviously that borrowed funds will 
■become more coaly. This may push many businessmen and traders to 
use their own capital rather than borrowed money. 


This desired objective is also confirmed by the Central Bask orders 
to the banks not to grant any credit by virtue of pledging deposits in 
foreign currencies as collateral. Such credit most be liquidated 
within three months. The practice which is now prevented by the 
Central Bank used to allow smart businessmen to send their own 
capital abroad in foreign exchange and work locally with borrowed 
funds. They were able to earn free of tax interest on their foreign 
deposits while using the interest paid on their JD loans to shield their 
profits from income tax. 


The measure taken by the Central Rank has far reaching 
consequences. Businessmen should understand it well and know 
bow to deal with it. For the first time we offered an incentive to serve 
the public good, while most previous incentives were costly to the 
Treasury and (fid not achieve except the profiteering of certain 
groups. 

We congratulated the Central Bank for finally taking the proper 
measure of floating interest rates. At last, we in this column, have 
something to celebrate. 



‘Basel was running with his mother, 
50 metres from home, when an Israeli 
army sniper shot him in the head’ 


Editor's note: The Palestinian Human Rights 
Information Centre (PHRIC) in Jerusalem has 
been publishing an ‘‘uprising update," which 
aims to clarify the existing human rights situation 
as it develops in the occupied territories, as the 
uprising enters its sixth month. The information 
bulletin is distributed in cooperation with the 
Database Project on Palestinian Human Rights, 
whose international office is in Chicago. These 
updates will be published in the Jordan Times as 
they are received. Included in these information 
bulletins are lists of those killed during the 
uprising, as continued by the International Com- 


mittee of the Red Cross, lists of detainees, and 
updated human rights reports as they 
develop. While some sources and background 
material is publicly avaOable. most of the’ in- 
formation comes torn first band reports, field- 
worker visits to hospitals, refugee camps, towns 
and villages . and from working relationships 
between the PHRIC and other institutions in the 
occupied territories. The material is collected and 
verified in Jerusalem and sent to Chicago, where 
the updates are produced and distributed interna- 
tionally. 


(From a report by a delegation 
from the North American Coordi- 
nating Committee of Non-Gov- 
ernmental Organisations on the 
Question of Palestine) 


At about 12:30 p.m. at Rafab 
camp in Gaza on Jan. 9, 1988, all 
was quiet until some children 
began to hurl stones at a group of 
Israeli occupation soldiers posted 
near the bonder with Egypt. The 
soldiers responded by hunching 
some 30-40 cannisters of tear gas 
of various types. The residents 
began to flee, taking with them 
the small children in order to 
protect them from the gases. 
Many girls and young men were 
overcome. One baby of less than 
a year old who was gassed that 
day developed kidney trouble, 
was operated on and was hospi- 
talised for some twenty days. 
Some of the young people tried to 
douse some of the cannisters with 
water, but most simply ran. 

One young man, Basel Khalil 
al-Yazuri was running near his 
mother about fifty metres from 
their house, when an Israeli army 
sniper shot him in the head. The 
bullet entered the left temple and 
was lodged in the back of Basel’s 
brain. 

Basel was rushed from the UN- 
RWA clinic in Rafah to the Nasr 
Hospital in nearby Khan Yunis. 
Basel’s father, his two brothers 
Muhammad and Adli and two 
younger brothers followed in a 
private car. At an Israeli military 
checkpoint between Rafah and 
Khan Yunis? the IDF soldiers 
allowed the ambulance to pass, 
but forced the family to stop in 
their car and ordered them out of 
the car. Then they threw the 
father into the car with the two 
small boys, ordering them to stay 
inside. The soldiers ordered 
Basel's brothers to clean the 
street where a previous roadblock 
had been placed. They refused 
and protested that their brother 
was in the ambulance ahead and 
was critically injured and they 
needed to accompany him to the 
hospital. 

Then the commanding officer 
called for two soldiers who "have 
no sensitivity" to beat the two. 
brothers into submission. All fifty 
or so soldiers at the checkpoint 
came forward. 

The soldiers beat them for 
some time until they submitted. 
After cleaning the debris from 
the street, the soldiers again be- 
gan to beat the boys and ordered 
them to put a burning tire inside a 
nearby bouse. They refused again 
and the soldiers forced open the 
door to the house and shot a tear 
gas bomb inside the house. (It 
was later learned that this was the 
bomb that killed Wijdan Fans 
and her unborn baby). The li- 
cence number of the Israeli milit- 
ary vehicle carrying the soldiers 
that beat the al-Yazuri boys and 
launched die tear gas that killed 
Wijdan Fans is 758763. 

At this point, while the soldiers 
continued beating, the father got 
out of the car and began to shout 
Jo the Israeli soldiers: “You've 
already killed one of my sons, are ' 
you now going to kill the others, 
too?” The commander permitted 


them to go on to Nasr hospital. 

Meanwhile, Basel's mother 
and sisters came >n another car 
with a neighbour, his wife and 
Basel's three young sisters, driv- 
ing on the back roads. Upon 
arrival at Nasr hospital, Israeli 
soldiers there refused to allow 
them to enter. They buried stones 
at Basel's mother,* bitting her in 
the leg. The women continued to 
protest and finally ran into the 
hospital. Soldiers kept the driver 
in the car. hitting him and the car 
with their truncheons. 

Basel lay in the emergency 
room, where X-rays were taken 
and he was given one unit of 
blood. The doctors derided that 
he would have to be transferred 
to Tel Hashomer in Tel Aviv. 
The family was told that a heli- 
copter would be waiting for Basel 
in one of the settlements about a 
half hour away. After finally 
obtaining permission for the 
transfer, Basel, accompanied by 
his father, was driven to the 
settlement. Guards at the settle- 
ment prevented the ambulance 
from entering and an argument 
ensued. After some time the set- 
tlement guards allowed them to 
pass. They then discovered that 
there was no helicopter. They 
had no choice but to return to 
Nasr hospital. In the meantime, 
the oxygen supply in the ambu- 
lance was exhausted. The process 
took about one and one-half 
hours. 

Nasr Hospital obtained 
another ambulance from the 
Israeli military co mm and and 
proceeded north. (Ambulances 
are not allowed to use sirens in 
the Gaza District, since occupa- 
tion authorities believe it may 
incite the people by alerting them 
to casualties). Once past t be Erez 
checkpoint Israeli private cars im- 
peded the passage of the ambu- 
lance with Gaza tags, refusing to 
pull over or other wise to allow 
the ambulance to pass. Basel's 
parents (in the ambulance) re- 
count that the normally two-hour 
trip^ took four hours; qnd the 
oxygen supply in that ambulance 
also ran out. 

Once at Tel Hashomer Hospit- 
al, the Arab doctors set up Basel 
with oxygen and IV fluids; the 
Israeli doctors, who then took 
over, refused to treat him and 
insisted no blood was available. 
The time was 7 p.m. The hospital 
staff refused to let the parents in 
to see Basel. Finally, however, 
the Arab doctors in the ambu- 
lance escorted Basel's mother 
into the emergency room "to say 
goodbye, at least." 

That night the parents returned 
home to Gaza, and the father 
returned with his son-in-law and a 
neighbour in a private car to Tel 
Hashomer Hospital. They were 
told that there was no treatment 
for Basel and that no doctor 
would be available to see him, 
since this was the sabbath. The 
three took turns checking on his 
condition about every half bour. 
Finally, at night they found a 
secluded place in the trees some- 
where to sleep in their car (Peo- 
ple from the territories are for- 
bidden to spend the night in 
Israel). 


On the third day Basel died, 
having received no medical atten- 
tion at all. His father was at his 
bedside at the moment his brea- 
thing and heart stopped on Mon- 
day morning at S:2& a.m. Basel’s 
father obtained the death certifi- 
cate from a doctor in the hospital, 
but the Security Service in the 
hospital refused to . allow him to 
take Basel's body to Gaza (They 
claimed it was essential to settle 
the $1,000 hospital bill first). In 
fact, however, families of those 
killed by Israelis are almost never 
permitted to reclaim their dead. 

Basel's father refused the de- 
mand for payment. “You killed 
my son and now you want me to 
pay,” he said. The police were 
cailed to ’mediate the situation 
between the father and the 
accounting office. Finally, the 
police man said: "Don't worry, 
ni know bow to get it out of you 
later." And the body was first 
transferred to Abu Kabir, where 
an autopsy was to be performed. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 12, the body 
was returned to the Rafah milit- 
ary headquarters. The Israeli- 


appointed mokhtar of the camp 
instructed the family to go to 
headquarters with no more than 
three famil y members for the 
burial. Instead the whole family 
showed with some of the 
Shuyukh of the neighbourhood, 
in order to wash the body and 
give it a proper Muslim burial. 
The Israelis made the party wait 
two and one-half hours until 
11:30 p.m. and then told them to 
go ahead to the cemetery to meet 
tire body there. Soldiers sur- 
rounded the cemetery. Upon 
washing the body, the family saw 
that Basel was cut in a straight 
line from under his chin down to 
his crotch. A long cut had been 
made where his heart was and 
two arts were made at his kid- 
neys. The family believes that 
organs had been taken out to be 
used in transplants. 


Ten days later, two days after 
the father was told that the killing 
was an accident that the army 
regretted and that an investiga- 
tion would take place, the family 
home was attacked by soldiers. 
The picture of Basel and. a sign 
identifying him as a martyr was 
tom down by the Israeli army. 
The soldiers beat Basel’s mother 
and three of his sisters and tried 
to arrest his father. He pleaded 
with them and refused to be 
taken into custody because of his 
heart condition. Since the funer- 
al, two of Basel’s brothers have 
been arrested and imprisoned. A 
third brother stays away from 
home for fear of arrest. 


inter pretation and j mafysk. Peace news b thus presen ted i a a 
scattered manner. Such approac h seems to Ignore not only the 
basic dements of peace, but A aiso offers a distorted image atf foe* 
reaBfy in wbkb peace is pretended to prevail. Furthermore, 
of /be organisational finfistiw on newswerk, eofy 
perspectives of those who have access to communication channels 
are transmitted to the pabBc. Views of less resoarcdhl groups and 1 
on peace ate often ignored despite the fact that those . , 

groupsmay be striving tor the realbatkm of truly rigbteoas raises, 

Jh the rtimiMWMfc* sphere ofjeamaSsnt, news media see m to be 
more systematically concerned with the concept of peace than their. 
Western counterparts. Those acquaarted with Soviet political 
rhetoric and media would strangfy agree on the centratity of peace 
in Cimrmmbd doptestic and external coBunatdcathms - Vn fifee 
Western journalism, Soviet Joeroahsm reports news of peace in the 
widest sense possible with in-depth interpretation and analysts, 
international cooperation agreements and ventures in which die , 
Soviet Unkw is Involved are reported as peace news and so is the 
opening of new economic pnyects Auftfe the Soviet Union. 

Quite other hand, oueskotdti not be obfMous to the ideological ■ 
slant characterising Soviet news metis ha their coverage of peace ; 
events and i ssu es. Labour strikes ha capitalist countries are 

reported by Soviet media as peace news because they seek tit bring . 

about refanns to a couttetmdcagdttiSst system. On the other band, \ 
recast domestic troubles ia the Soviet Union are portrayed as ; 
nnpeacefid because they seek to undermine the socialist system of , 
the Soviet state. 

In ife&f off the above-mentioned ddSdeodes associated with ; 
Western and Cemnumut jtoarnafimi with respect to peace, some 
researchers have proposed a restructuring of the bask concepts 
governing our views not only of peace, bnt of communication as 
wed. A good starting pond would be a return to the seminal views 
of John Dewey who wasamoog tbefkst to recognise the ce ntndi l y 
atqommu afcath nuotpufyfortben tiuhm a ent Qtpeacu>batalsofor 
the survival of mankind as weO. Some yartkfpanfs in the ICA 


convention have suggested an e x p a ns i on of peace education 
programmes in seboem and uui m aities around the world. They 


programmes m schools and indv u aitiea around the world . They 
have tibo r eemumcna ed paying spedal attention to the educ a ti on of 
JbumaBan students, the conmiun icutan of tomorrow on the need 
for a neutral emmuihaent ia the concept of peace In mafia work. 

Bat given the Ideological and potitkai Imperatives hnpfogfog out 
newswork , there does not seem to be much for the koettia to 
a ccomp lish . One of the bask notions that we in the sdwhoiy- 
jouruaLstic community have come to Brmfy bold, is the inability of 
the mass media to do miracles la a warid where political, economic 
and military resources have a final say ia deriding substantial 
ontemnes. If mass medb are accredited for anything iu oar search 
for pence, h te for rote as a crmqdesneatary factor, only one 

among many - Yet, despite this seemingly gloomy reaBfy, the 
reputable statement embossed into UNESCO Charter m 1948 that 
•‘since wars begin to the mind of man, it b in the mind of man that 
the defence of peace amst be constructed” continues to be widely 
received worldwide. 


Dr. Muhammad L AyUt 


What lies at the heart of 
Middle East arms buildup? 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — The 65-ton armoured 
juggernaut hums across rough 
ground at 80 kilometres per hour 
and destroys its prey with a single 
shot from a laser-guided 120 mm 
gun at a range of "2,000 metres. 

The General Dynamics M- 
1A1, now deployed with Amer- 
ica's NATO forces, is arguably 
the finest tank ever made and 
Egypt will be the first to acquire it 
outside the United States. 

“Strictly speaking, the M-2AI 
does not make a great deal of 
sense militarily for Egypt," said a 
foreign intelligence specialist 
based in Cairo. 

“It's a political not a military 
weapon. It sets the stage for 
Egypt's re-emergence as a region- 
al power... This is about national 
pride and self-esteem,” he added. 

Analysts say the Middle East 
has spent some $25 billion on 
arms in the past 10 years. There is 
no sign ot a let-up in accelerating 
competition between major pow- 
ers to sell or simply give advanced 
equipment to Arab states and 
Israel. 


A matter 
of status? 


The potential buyers’ interest 
has been whetted by fear of the 
7Vi-year war between Iran and 
Iraq spreading. The desire to 
match Israel's military superiority 
and inter-Arab tussles for pre- 
eminence are other compelling 
factors. 

But are high tech arms really 
needed when youths armed with 
stones confront Israel's modern 
army, when a Palestinian fighter 
dinging to a hang-glider pene- 
trates Israel air defences and 
Iran’s relatively primitive Silk- 
worm missiles threaten Gulf ship- 


Analysts say many new 
weapons are often largely sym- 
bols of national pride, armed 
forces' status and strategic ambi- 
tion. 

Syria has bought the latest 
Soviet fighter, the MIG-29, as 
part of President Hafez Al 
Assad’s drive for military parity 
with Israel. Western diplomats 
estimate Damascus owes Moscow 
$14 billion, mainly for arms 
purchases. 

Jordan is reported to have 
chosen 20 Marcel Dassault Mir- 
age 2000 combat aircraft against 
dose competition from the Soviet 
plane ana the European Tor- 
nado. 

Kuwait is reported by Jane's 
Defence Weekly to have asked 
the Pentagon for 40 of America's 
most advanced strike aircraft, the 
McDonnell Douglas F-18, at a 
cost of $1 billion. 

Local and foreign analysts 
agree Egypt's re-equipping and 
restructuring of its armed forces 
is a useful case study of an Arab 
country refashioning its image at 
home and abroad. 

Since Egypt signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, there 
has been a switch from an aggres- 
sive defence policy aimed at 
Israel and backed by the Soviet 
Union, they say. 

Army manpower has been cut 
from about one million to 
400,000. What was essentially an 
infan try -based force has been de- 
veloped into a more mobile, 
armoured formation through ex- 
tensive re-equipment with 
Washington’s help. 

Serviceable Soviet armour ha* 


been refurbished and obsolete 
equipment replaced with M-60 
tanks and M-113 troop carriers. 

Egypt plans to acquire 555 M- 
lAls, of which the first 15 are 
expected to arrive in 1991. The 
remainder will be assembled 
locally at the rate of 120 a year. 

The tank, the F-16 warplane 
and E2-C Hawkeye radar aircraft 
absorb the bulk of American 
military help worth $1.2 billion a 
year. 

The air force has 80 F-16s with 
40 more on order while five Haw- 
keyes are in service, U.S. indus- 
try sources say. 

A factory is now being built in 
Egypt to assemble the tanks, 
which cany advanced lamina r 
armour, computerised fire-con- 
trol, laser sight and low-light tele- 
virion. Production will cost Egypt 
an estimated $1 billion. 
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states have sunk their objections 
to Cairo’s peace with Israel and 
resumed full ties. 

Yet it will be a struggle to 
realise the desire of many Egyp-._ 
tians to be the foremost military 

power in the region. " ^ 
The country owes mainly West- 
ern creditors some $40 billion, 
S4.S billion to Washington alone 
for arms purchases. Inflation, a 
large budget deficit, multiple ex- 
change rates, chronic unemploy- 
ment and massive state food sob-^. 
sKhes are some of the pressing 
economic problems to the • 
tackled. 

"The Egyptians produce good 
labour-intensive military equip- 
ment such as uniforms, boots and ' 
small aims. They also are clever 
at the other extreme in producing 
high quality optics," said a Wes? 
era analysts, “But elsewhere, 
quality is uneven." 


The publicly stated aim is to h 

-in sfourinri imhictnai mfrowm. . . technical know- 


.cture, import American know- 
how and contribute to Egypt’s 
own arms industry and military 
exports. 

“The tank facility could be a 


and Pakistan,” said one Western 
arms salesman. 

The value of Cairo's current 
arms sales are kept secret but 
unofficially estimated at about $1 
billion a year. They are primarily 
to Iraq in the form of artillery, 
ammunition and light aircraft 
such as 80 turboprop Tucanos, 
the last of which was delivered in 
April. 

The Iran- Iraq war propelled 
Egypt back into the Arab World. 
In the past six months. 11 Arab 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


jsraeli prisoners slash wrists 

BLAVJV ^ Seventy-two Israeli prisoners slashed their 
wn^mith razors and knives as a protest against conditions at 
tteersfccba prison, a jail spokesman said Saturday. All of the 
prisoners were treated and released within the prison. The protest 
was die climax of three days of disturbances at bloc six of the 
jHiscm, where cnmmal offenders refused to eat prison food or clean 
their cells, spokesman John Testa - said. They demanded more time 
to walk about freely and more telephone calls. Tester said the 
jmson at Beersheba in the Naqab Desert had been very hot 
because of the Weather, and that the bloc held “difficult” prisoners, 
rnsonere began slashing their wrists Friday night. “After 2 a-m., 
me last one cut himself, the prison manager talked to them and told 
ffiem what happened in the bloc was their own doing because of 
meirnnsbehaviour,” Tester said. “Once they start toeing the line, 
theyll get their privileges back " Tester said the manager told 
» prisoners. He said prisoners had resumed eating and cleaning their 
pceus Saturday, but he did not know if the crisis was over. 

Iran charters seven supertankers 

LONDON (R) — 1116 National Iranian Tanker Company (NITC) 
chartered seven supertankers in the past week, London ship- 
brokers said Friday. TTiey said that was an unusually large amount 
for any one firm to charter in such a short time. One ranker with a 
cargo capacity of 356324 tonnes and a second with a capacity of 
262,267 were chartered for six to 12 month periods to be used for 
storing oil, tiie brokers said. Iran is paying $18,000 a day for each of 
them. In addition, Iran chartered the Liberian-flag tanker Eastern 
Courage, with a capacity of 267,807 tonnes, and the Greek- 
registered Faroship L., which can carry 268,951 tonnes, to be used 
on its Gulf shuttle service, at a rate of $33,000 daily, the brokers 
said. Brokers said the Iranians chartered three supertankers for 
single trips from the Gulf. 

U.S. unhappy over Senegalese move 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States protested to Senegal 
wriday for dropping charges against two Libyans arrested for 
allegedly carrying explosives. “The government of Senegal re- 
leased, without trial, two known Libyan terrorists caught red- 
handed in Dakar airport last February attempting to smuggle arms 
and explosives into Senegal,” State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said. The two men were sent back to Libya 
Thursday, according to official spokesmen in Dakar. “We’re 
extremely disappointed by Senegal's action,” Redman said. “It 
raises questions about that country’s commitment to the struggle 
against international terrorism.” He said U.S. “dissatisfaction” 
was communicated through diplomatic channels. 

U.S. commander visits Oman 

MUSCAT (AP) — General George B. Crist, head of the U.S. 
central command, has held talks with Omani Defence Minister 
Mutarim Al Busaida and senior military staff, diplomatic sources 
reported Saturday. Crist flew in Friday from his Florida headquar- 
ters, Genicom, which oversees the U.S. naval task force in and 
□ear the Gulf. The sources said the purpose of Crist’s three-day 
visit is to discuss issues of “mutual concern.” 

Dutch ship to ferry U.S. frigate 

BAHRAIN (R) — A Dutch cargo ship has arrived in the Gulf to 
fake the mine-damaged U.S. frigate Samnel B. Roberts to the 
United States for repairs, U.S. navy officials in the region said 
Saturday. Shipping sources said the semi-submersible 25,743-tonne 
Mighty Servant II had moored alongside the frigate in Dubai. The 
3385-tonne frigate hit a mine northeast of Qatar April 15. Ten 
seamen were injured and Washington blamed Iran for planting the 
mine. The U.S. navy raided two Iranian ofl platforms in retaliation, 
sparking the biggest naval battle between U.S. and Iranian forces. 
Six Ira^n^c^Is^^UK^uding Pvoj^^esjwere sunkpj; disabled 
April 18. SKppmg sources said it windd take at least three days for 
the Samnel B. Roberts to be loaded aboard the Dutch ship. 


U.N. chief pursues 
Gulf peace hid 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Friday he was in 
weekly contact with Iranian and 
Iraqi officials and that he was not 
giving up on trying to end the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Perez de Cuellar briefed the 
Security Council on his latest 
efforts to mediate an end to 
fighting. He later told reporters 
he was not discouraged that the 
11 -month-old Security Council 
resolution on terminating the 
conflict had not been im- 
plemented. 

Most diplomatic observers say 
the U.N. resolution demanding 
an immediate ceasefire, troop 
withdrawal and prisoner ex- 
change is virtually a dead letter. 

“I told the Security Council 
that I am continuing my efforts.” 
Perez de Cuellar told reporters 
outside the council chamber. “I 
am not the kind of man who gives 


up. On the contrary. 1 intend to 
pursue my efforts and continue 
my contacts with the parties.” 

He said that although there 
were no new initiatives he con- 
tinues to speak with Iranian and 
Iraqi officials once a week. “Re- 
solution 598 is there and it is not 
for the secretary-general to give 
up." be said. 

Perez de Cuellar said he was 
not exerting pressure but trying 
to influence the belligerents “to 
move to a flexible position which 
will allow rapid implementation 
of the resolution.” He said the 
security council still wants the 
resolution to be implemented as 
quickly as possible. 

Sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said Perez de Cuel- 
lar delivered to the council a 
dismal assessment of U.N. efforts 
towards ending die conflict and 
asked the council for new instruc- 
tions on how to proceed. 



Libya denies giving 
weapons to IRA 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Libya 
denied Saturday chat it had smug- 
gled weapons to the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) in Ireland. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary, Tom King, said Friday 
that the IRA, which is fighting 
British rule in Northern Ireland, 
had a deadly stockpile of arms 
and explosives smuggled in from 
Libya. 

“These allegations are false. 
This is not the first time that the 
British authorities reveal such 
futile information,” said die offi- 
cial Libyan news agency JANA, 
monitored in Beirut. 

The Irish problem was not re- 
cent and IRA operations were 
“the symbol of a political prob- 
lem which has nothing to do with 
Libya,” the agency said. 

“Britain should find a solution 
to the problem instead of blaming 
others.” it added. 

British security officials said 
Libya smuggled high-powered 
semtex plastic explosive to the 
IRA and that the outlawed group 
used it in a bomb Wednesday that 
killed sx_British soldiers in a 
military van outside Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. 

“The timing of stirring such 
claims and publicising them is not 
bidden in its purposes and ex- 
presses a pre-coordination be- 
tween tbe U.S. administration 
and the British authorities so that 
the states taking part in the in- 
dustrial summit find themselves 


British MPs plan Iran visit 


LONDON (Agencies) — Four 
British members of parliament 
(MPs) will fly to Iran Sunday to 
try to ease strained relations be- 
tween the two countries, die 
Church of England said Friday. 

A spokeswoman said the four, 
from several parties, would be 
part of a Church of England 
jpissioD which hoped to find com- 
mon ground with Iran that might 
lead to the release of three British 
hostages held in Lebanon. 

The hostages, kidnapped in 
Beirut and believed to be held by 
pro -Irani an militiamen, are 
church envoy Terry Waite, Brit- 
ish journalist John McCarthy and 
Belfast teacher Brian Keenan. 

The spokeswoman said the 
group would meet senior Iranian 
officials but gave no details. It did 
not plan to negotiate a deal for 
the hostages’ release, she added. 

“It is a fact-finding mission to 
find ways to improve relations 
with Iran which could lead to the 
freeing of Terry Waite and die 
other British hostages,” she said. 


Tbe British government has 
refused to negotiate with tbe kid- 
nappers and a Foreign Office 
official- Friday noted the Tehran 
visit was privately organised. 

Relations between the two 
countries plummeted a year ago 
when an Iranian consular official 
in Manchester was arrested for 
shop lifting. A few days later. 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
beat Edward Chaplin, the head of 
the British interest section at the 
Swedish embassy in Tehran. 

A series of diplomatic expul- 
sions and withdrawals ensued. 

Tehran and Paris restored di- 
plomatic ties Thursday and ear- 
lier this week Iranian Prime 
Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi 
said relations with London were 
also improving. 

Last week Britain and Iran 
reached broad agreement on set- 
tling mutual compensation claims 
for damage to their embassies. It 
means Britain will pay Iran £ 1.8 
million ($3.2 million) and Iran 
will give Britain £900,000 ($1.6 


million). 

Britain’s embassy in Tehran 
was damaged by rioting in 1978 
and 1979 during the Islamic re- 
volution. Iran’s mission in Lon- 
don was ravaged by fire in 1980 
when British commandos 
stormed the building to free di- 
plomats held hostage by oppo- 
nents of Iranian revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

Iran said Saturday the four 
Britisb MPs bad not been specifi- 
cally invited by parliamentary 
speaker and newly-appointed war 
supremo Ali Akbar Rafeanjani. 

The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA quoted a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman as denying 
unspecified foreign reports that 
Rafranjani had extended an in- 
vitation to the Church of England 
mission. 

Tbe spokesman said tbe British 
parliamentarians had expressed 
an interest in visiting Tehran and 
Iran had simply accepted tbe 
proposal, IRNA said. 


Another Palestinian martyred in uprising 


(Continued from page V 

one of throwing rocks and fire- 
bombs. He warned that in tbe 
next stage, they mig ht use explo- 
sives arm firearms . 

Israel has started issuing harsh 
sentences to some and de- 
molishing or sealing the homes of 
others. In a 24-hour period 
Thursday and Friday, Israeli 
troops destroyed or sealed 18 
Palestinian homes, including 
those of seven suspected fire- 
bomb throwers. 

During one operation, is tbe 
West Bank village of Beit Furik, 
soldiers shot dead a Palestinian 
after being stoned by a mob of 
TOO protesters. The soldiers were 
their way to demolish the 
^£>me of Ahmed Hanani, an 
"Alleged member of the gang that 
assassinated Nablus Mayor Zafer 
Al Masri in March 1986- 

In other developments Satur- 
day, Palestinian students 
trashed the windows of a police 
van in- the commercial sector of 
Arab Jerusalem and blocked tbe 
?Nn street with stones and gar- 


Pslestiniaos also Mocked a 
road with rocks in Al Tur, a 
neighbourhood which was the 
scene of violent demonstrations 
in the first weeks of the uprising. 

The wave of protests in Jeru- 
salem declined in February after 
police doubled their deployment 
in the dty from 750 to about 
13°° 

Israel Television reported Fri- 
day that police detained three 


Palestinian children aged seven 
and eight from the Wes Bank 
village of Shuweika on charges of 
setting fire to an olive orchard 
containing 36S trees. The chil- 
dren were later released. 

Arsonists have allegedly des- 
troyed over 25,000 acres of Israeli 
woodland, orchards and 
meadows since early May, using 
tbe fires as a new weapon in the 
arsenal of tbe uprising. 


. S. - 


wagons. 

sy also blocked off a nearby 
and stoned cars. Stones 
*^0 were thrown at a police post 
«pp the Damascus Gate. 

Police fired rubber bullets and 
ke *rgas to disperse tbe demon- 
Skatois ami arrested at least 19 
PiGtesters. 


Ozal escapes attempt on life 

sources said this week that Ozal 
aimed to stand for the Turkish 
presidency next year when Evren 
ended his seven-year term. 

Ozal, a technocrat who won bis 
political spurs in the late 1970s 
and as deputy prime minister 
under military rule, has yet to 
make an announcement on this 
but is known to favour the idea. 

The current party congress is 
designed to enable him to choose 
a strong 40-member group to 
improve the Motherland’s image 
and help to put him on course for 
the presidency. 

Ozal’s calmness during the gun 
attack seemed likely to enhance 
his popularity and give him extra 
room for manoeuvre on pressing 
issues, including an economy bur- 
dened by $40 billion in foreign 
debts. . 


(Continued from page 1) 

But he has recently lost popu- 
larity. Opinion polls indicate 
widespread frustration over an 
inflation rate which has leapt to 
just over 70 per cent from around 
40 per cent in November. 

Ozal returned three days ago 
from a visit to Greece, the first by 
a Turkish prime minister since 
1952, and controversial talks with 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou on the rapproche- 
ment between their oft-feudmg 

countries. . 

“I extend to you my sincere 
wishes of goodwill after the assas- 
sination attempt from which you 
have escaped with suf* good 
hick,” Anatolia quoted Papan- 
dreou as saying in a message to 

^Senior Motherland Party 


once more under U.S. and British 
blackmail and their hostile atti- 
tude toward Libya,” said JANA. 

French customs seized 150 ton- 
nes of advanced weaponry and two 
tonnes of semtex explosives from 
a coastal ship last year. 

Questioning of its Irish crew 
led British and Irish police to 
launch a massive search for ear- 
lier smuggled shipments. 

King said Friday British and 
Irish security forces face a major 
threat from the IRA “because of 
tbe resources that came through 
the assistance of Libya.” 

“These have to be recovered 
before they commit further atro- 
cities and cause further human 
suffering,” be added. 

But an island-wide dragnet has 
not produced spectacular results 
and King conceded: “The IRA 
has been very skilful] in a lot of 
concealment.” 


Javier Perez de Cuellar 

Sources familiar with Perez de 
Cuellar's report said he told tbe 
council that both Iran and Iraq 
bad substantially different inter- 
pretations of the resolution and 
neither side wants to take tbe 
necessary steps to achieve peace. 

Perez de Cuellar said it is up to 
the council, in cooperation with 
the secretariat, to examine new 
approaches, they said. 

But observers say rumours that 
Iran's Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini is near death and un- 
certainty about the future lead- 
ership in Tehran make the coun- 
cil reluctant to take strong steps 
at this time. 

Many nations, like the Soviet 
Union and France, have been 
improving ties with Iran and di- 
plomats said Washington also 
would like normal relations. 

Publicly, Perez de Cuellar side- 
stepped questions on whether the 
council wanted him to dispatch a 
team to investigate Iran's charges 
of continuing chemical warfare by 
Iraq. But the sources said there 
was strong sentiment on the 
council that a team should be 
sent. 

Iran said it was dissatisfied that 
a team sent to the region recently 
did not explicitly blame Iraq. The 
team concluded only that chemic- 
al weapons bad been used. 

Diplomats say the U.S. push 
for an arms embargo against Iran 
has failed because Iraqi missile 
attacks, ground offensives and 
chemical warfare make both sides 
equally culpable. 


Arab reportedly negotiates 
release of German hostage 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — An Arab 
figure is negotiating with pro- 
Iranian extremists in Beirut to 
release West German hostage 
Rudolf Cordes, the Lebanon 
News Agency reported Saturday. 

The privately-owned agency 
said the unidentified “Arab 
mediator has 'contacted the con- 
cerned circles in the past two days 
in an effort to obtain the release 
of ... Cordes.” 

Tbe report quoted unnamed 
diplomatic sources as saying the 
contacts were held at "the consu- 
late of a Western country in 
Beirut.” 

“The mediator has left and will 
return soon carrying answers to a 
number of conditions laid down 
by the kidnappers,'' the agency 
added, without elaboration. 

The report, like earlier reports 
of mediation efforts, could not be 
verified. The Lebanon News 
Agency has not been notably 
active in covering the long-run- 
ning hostage drama in Lebanon, 
where 18 foreigners are missing 
and believed held captive by ex- 
tremist factions. 

Cordes, then Beirut manager 
for West German’s Hoecfast AG 
chemical company, was kidnap- 
ped in West Beirut Jan. 17 last 
year. 

A pro-Iranian group calling it- 
self Holy Warriors for Freedom 
claimed July 8 last year that it was 
bolding him along with a West 


German engineer, Alfred 
Schmidt. Schmidt was released 
Sept. 7. 

Message to hostage 

Beirut’s Al Safir Daily pub- 
lished messages to kidnapped 
British television journalist John 
McCarthy from his parents and 
friends hoping for his release. 

“Darling John, longing to have 
you home again. Thinking of you 
every second. Keep your spirit 
up. Love, mother and father,” 
one of the messages said. 

Another was from McCarthy’s 
girlfriend, Jill Morrell. It said: 
“Darting John, longing to see you 
smile again. Love. Jill.” 

Chris Pearson, a friend of 
McCarthy’s wrote: “Stay cheer- 
ful, my friend. I just want you to 
know that I love and I miss you.” 

McCarthy, 31, a journalist with 
the London-based Worldwide 
Television News, was kidnapped 
April 17, 1986, as he drove to 
Beirut airport to catch a plane to 
London. 

No group has claimed McCar- 
thy's abduction and no demands 
have been made for his release. 

Tbe only indication that he is 
alive came from French hostages 
Jean-Louis Norm an din and Rog- 
ge r Auque who were released 
Nov. 27. 

They said their captors claimed 
rbey also were holding McCarthy. 




murder p 



BEIRUT (R) — The rightist Lebanese Forces militia 
foiled an attempt to kill its leader, Samir Geagea, 
and top officials with a carbomb, security sources 
said Saturday. 


It was the second attempt in a 
month on the life of Geagea, a 
staunch opponent of Syria's role 
in Lebanon. He escaped unhurt 
May 12 when a booby-trapped 
car blew op as his convoy was 
passing through the northern vil- 
lage of Mastitat. 

The sources said the militia 
suspected that one of its mem- 
bers, identified as “Karim,” was 
involved in the plot to kill 
Geagea, 38, and Ids top officials 
with a booby-trapped car during a 

Court blocks 
extradition of 
Arab-Ameriean 


NEW YORK (AP) — A magis- 
trate Friday denied extradition to 
Israel of a United States citizen 
accused of a 1986 bombing that 
killed a bus driver in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

U.S. magistrate John Caden 
said there was “probable cause to 
believe” that tbe defendant, 
Mahmoud Abed A tta, 34, com- 
mitted the bombing “in further- 
ance of tbe political objective” of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Therefore. Caden said A tta, 
who also uses the name 
Mahmoud Al Abed Ahmad, was 
protected under the “political 
offense exception” of United 
States law and placed him outside 
the jurisdiction of tbe extradition 
treaty between the United States 
and Israel. 

Caden also said be had no 
governance over the case because 
A tta had been brought to the 
United States “in a constitu- 
tionally impermissible manner.” 

Assistant U.S. attorney John 
Glee son said the government 
would seek an immediate stay of 
the order pending a possible 
appeal or other recourse. 

“While this court does not 
approve the actions taken by 
Ahmad, nor does it desire to 
express support for either side in 
this conflict, the fact remains that 
the conflict exists and that the 
political offence exception was 
formulated to protect the rights 
of those, whose philosophy may 
differ from ours, to fight for a 
way of life they believe in,” 
Caden said in a 72-page written 
decision. 

His order “expresses no opin- 
ion as to the legitimacy of tbe 
Palestine objectives, the Israeli 
treatment of the Arabs or the 
legitimacy of the occupancy of 
the West Bank,” he said. 

A tta, who has been described 
by die Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) as a member of the 
PLO, has been charged with hurt- 
ing a firebomb into a bus April 
12, 1986 in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. The bus driver was 
killed and eight passengers were 
injured. Two other people have 
been convicted in Israel of parti- 
cipating in the attack. 

A tta has been held without bail 
at the Metropolitan correctional 
centre in Manhattan since his 
arrest in May 1987 during a flight 
from Venezuela to Kennedy in- 
ternational airport. 

A tta, who was bora in Ramal- 
Iah and became an American 
citizen in 1982, was held on an 
extradition warrant from Israel. 


meeting at militia headquarters in 
Karan tina June 7. 

They said the plot was master- 
minded by followers of former 
Lebanese Forces chief Elie 
Hobeika, ousted by Geagea in 
1986 for signing a Syrian-spon- 
sored peace pact" to end Leba- 
non's dvil war. 

A militia spokesman confirmed 
the plot but refirsed to give details 
until an investigation was com- 
pleted. 

One security source said: “The 
security people in the Lebanese 
Forces kept a close watch on 
Karim and three other men work- 
ing with him and when they rig- 
ged the car with explosives they 
arrested them and foiled tbe 
plan.” 

He said militiamen stormed a 
garage in the suburb of Ain Ai 
Rurnaneb as the four men were 
packing the car, a Peugeot, with 
200 kilogrammes of explosives. 

“The four men intended to 
drive the car and park it at the 
militia headquarters or its vicinity 
to detonate it at the time of the 
meeting.” he said. 

Only senior Lebanese Forces 
offidais are allowed to park their 
cars at the heavily-guarded head- 
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Samir Geagea 

quarters, which is ringed with 
barbed wire and concrete blocks. 

A senior rightist politician laid 
Reuters tbe attempt tc i:iil 
Geagea was a new attempt to 
change the balance of power be- 
fore presidential elections d^e ty 
September. 

The Lebanese Forces has de- 
manded the withdrawal of Syrian 
and Israeli forces before the elec- 
tion. 

Geagea' s S,000-sirong mriiria. 
which controls east Beirut ar.i a 
Christian enclave to the north, 
vehemently opposes the presence 
of more than 25,000 Syrian troop* 
in Lebanon. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istOrc'e Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahiiyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3t*-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


' & t 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open dailv 12:00- 13-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 y 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-3-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Tako-awray service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Localion: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 prr 
7.30 -Tt. 30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn bote! 
Towards 3rd circle 


EVERY 
DAY 
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PEOPLE mo MEED 

MAINTENANCE . 
SERVICES 


CALL US 


Electrolux 


EZM AMMAN J I 

4671 


JORDAN HOME 
MAINTENANCE CENTRE 
Your single source 
supplier of quality If^lV 
general hardware, 
kitchenware, camping' 
products, paints. 

'general tods, 
cleaning products, 
garden and maintenance 
products for D.I.Y. 
and professionals. 

•labial Amman —3rd Circle 
near Zah ran Police Station. 
TeL647134. 
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CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
establishment 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door servic e 

r Agents all over the world 

Tel: 664090.660852 

Tta: 22205 0ESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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Economy 


Qatar’s banks look to retail market 


' DOHA (R) — Qatar’s banks, struggling to cope with 
a Golf recession and a st agnan t economy, have 
C launched a drive into the emirate’s retail market in 
A what could lead to a head-on clash with foreign 
.. banks. 


Bankers said bad debts and 
E sluggish government spending bad 
„ caused a sharp drop in new iend- 
- * ing, prompting banks to expand 
r their services to small clients to 
t try to generate new revenue. 

J “As corporate lending is no 
; imore viable, some local banks 
are following the foreign banks in 
1 a move into retail banking,” said 
. "-jone banker. 

- F The nine local banks turned in 
• .■'mixed results last year. The big- 
ngest, Qatar National Bank 
*(QNB), doubled its net profits 
while the second largest, Doha 
J Bank, registered a steep decline. 

Bankers said Qatar’s five fore- 
__ ign banks, reluctant to expand 
lending because borrowers had 
for some rim e been unable to 
repay loans and earnings were 
diverted into provisions for bad 
debts, might see profits squeezed 
by increased competition in the 
n lucrative retail market. 

: in 

A Teller machines 
cm 

lyj The push by local banks into 
^the retail market has led to a 
.Vscamble to install automated tel- 
j~ler machines, offer credit cards 
“and extend smaiJ-scaJe consumer 
. oi 


credit. 

Both QNB and Doha Bank 
plan to install their first teller 
machines this year, coming into 
direct competition with the Brit- 
ish Bank of the Middle Hast 
which already has them in opera- 
tion. 

QNB. which has the advantage 
of handling the bulk of the Qatar 
government's business, plans to 
introduce eight teller machines 
within two years and expand its 
marketing of gold, bonds and 
stocks. 

Its net profits in 1987 more 
than doubled to a record 191.4 
million Qatari riyais (S52.6 mil- 
lion) from 93.8 million riyais 
(S25.77 million) in 1986. 

Doha Bank's net profits fell to 
20.3 million riyais ($5.6 million) 
from 27.5 million riyais ($7.5 
milli on) in 1986. 

Bankers said Doha Bank’s pro- 
fits were hit by provisions for bad 
debts, but QNB set aside no new 
reserves for loan losses. 

Foreign banks have not yet 
published 1987 resuits. Bankers 
said timings of some showed a 
modest recovery but 1988 bad 
yielded few signs of a further 
pick-up and the more aggressive 


CAR FOR SALE 

Rat Regata, model 1986, white colour in excellent 
condition with sixteen thousand kilometre only. Used by 
diplomat. One owner. Duty unpaid. 

Tel. 668191 - 668192 


Cultural 

Center 

Maya Cultural Centre Summer 
Programme 
Starting 18/6/1988 

— Daily activities for members in Arts, Handicrafts, 
Library, and Museum. 

— Special Courses in Gymnastics, Taikwando, Cera- 
mics, Computer and Ping pong. 

— Special Courses for adults in Sewing, Silkpainting, 
Flower-arrangement. 

For registration and information call at Haya 
Cultural Centre 665195-6 


FOR RENT 


i*** Deluxe furnished semi-villa at the Fourth Circle of Jabal 
Amman, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
its separate entrances with central heating, phone and 
ou garden. 

Mi 

£ Ask for Esam at 622247 


TO LET 


On embassies str., 4th Circle, Jabal Amman, opposite Swiss 
Embassy, one 3-storey, 3-apartment bldg. Each apt of 3 
bedrooms. All apartments connected by an internal stair-case. 
Most suitable for a diplomatic mission. 

Call landlord at residence 672839 or office 817008 


policies of local banks could In- 
crease pressure further. 

Hostile environment 

“The environment is becoming 
more hostile for foreign banks... 
it makes a lot of sense to move 
into a partnership with local 
(banking) group," said one fore- 
ign banker. 

One strong reason is the tax 
burden imposed on foreign banks 
while local banks still enjoy a tax 
holiday. Citibank pulled out of 
Qatar last year and sold its opera- 
don to locally-based A1 Ahli 


Bank of Qatar, launched in 1984. 

AX Ahli's fast expanding opera- 
tion saw net profits double last 
year to 10.52 million riyais (£2.9 
rmffion) from 5.21 nuffion riyais 
($1.4 million) in 1986. 

With its late start-up, bankers 
said A1 Ahli managed to avoid 
some of the problem loans which 
hit earnings of other banks. 

Some banks had pinned hopes 
fen an upturn on Qatar’s plans to 
tap gas reserves in its North 
Field, where drilling in a $13 
billion first phase is due to begin 
in ntid-August. 

But a senior adviser to a Qatari 


bank said most of the gas project 
would go to foreign contractors 
and airy spin-off business would 
be small and short-lived. 

In the meantime, lending has 
not yet started to pick up and 
economic activity remains at a 
low ebb. Qatar Monetary Agency 
figures show loans and advances 
rose by just 33 per cent to 139 
trillion riyais ($437 mfifion) at die 
end of 1987. 

“Qatari banks, still awash in 
deports, are unable to find se- 
cure projects in winch to place 
their money," said another- 
banker. 


Housing starts in U.S. drop shar|rty inMay 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
building of new bouses in the 
United States dropped sharply in 
May as the pace of construction 
of new single- family homes sank 
to its lowest level in more than 
three years, the Commerce De- 
partment said Friday. 

The sharp decline came as a 
surprise to economists, who 
speculated that it was the result of 
a combined impact of rising home 
prices .higher mortgage rates and 
a belief among builders that in- 
terest rates would continue rising. 

Groundbreaking for new home 
construction fell 123 per cent in 
May to a seasonally adjusted 
annnal rate of 1.38 million units, 
following a modest 3.1 per cent 
gain in April, the Commerce De- 
partment said. 

The decline, the largest drop 
since December, snapped a string 
of three consecutive monthly in- 
creases and left starts 13.4 per 


cent below their May 1987 rate. 

The biggest drop came in mul- 
tiple-unit braidings, where starts 
fell 18.9 per cent in May to an 
annual rate of 396,000. 

Economists had expected a de- 
cline in multiple-onit starts, espe- 
cially after April’s astonishing 
36.7 per cent rise. The market has 
been chronically weak because 
rental unit vacancy rates nation- 
wide are at a 20-year hi gh and 
many tax benefits of investing in 
such units have been eliminated, 
they said. 

What puzzled economists was 
that starts on single-family home 
construction fefl 92 per cent to 
an annual rate of 988,000 units, 
the lowest level since January 
1985, following another signifi- 
cant drop in April of 7.2 per cent. 

“It’s puzzling as well as dis- 
couraging to see this kind of a 
figure,” said economist Mark 
Obrinsky of the U.S. League of 


Savings Institutions. 

“What that suggests is that this 
wasn’t just a fluke — that tins is a 
market that’s in a decline,” said 
Martin Regalia, chief economist 
at National Council of Savings 
Institutions. 

“The single-family housing 
market, I think, is going to be on 
the ebb for the rest of the year,” 
Regalia said. 

Most economists had predicted 
there would be between 1.45 mil- 
lion and L55 million starts on 
housing construction tins year, 
compared with last year’s 1.62 
minion, but some of the more 
optimistic ones now say they may 
lower their forecasts. 


Jordan power 

generation 

Increases 

AMMAN (Petra)— Jordan's tot- 
al power generation last year 
a jrp tfmtrd {g 3,486 QORStt/ 
hour of winch 3,122 million was 
used for domestic consumption 
mid 364 million for export to 
Syria, according to an annual 
report released by the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
Saturday. 

The report indicated that total 
electric energy employed for 
domestic use increased , by 14.7 
per cent over the amounts con- 
sumed in the previous year. 

It also showed that the JEA 
generated 873 per cent of the 
total power produced in the cotm- 
i tiy. 


A MMAN FINANCIAL 

Activity on the Annua Fhuadal Mattel tor Jodc 18, 1988. 

Number Vataw Omtnc* 



Comprising of two bedrooms, sitting-dining area, bath- 
room, glassed-in veranda, open veranda, garden, garage, 
central heating, wall to wall carpet. The kitchen is spacious. 
Location: Urn Uthaina region, near A1 Wadan Supermarket 

For further Information call :813526. 

Note: Available for sale Is furniture for 2 bedrooms and 
a sitting room owned by a German family. • 


PASSPORT LOST 

I lost my international pass- 
port on 16/6/88 traveDing by 
bus from Amman to Zarqa. 
Details of passport 
Name of Holder: Abu Taher 
Father’s Name: Hobib Ullah 
Passport No.: B. 252660 
Issued at Chittagong, Bang- 
ladesh. 

If anybody finds It, please 
contact: Abu Taher, Post 
Box No. 7378, Camp Post, 
Zarqa, Jordan. 


For Diplomatic Missions, Companies and Foundations 
APARTMENTS’ BUILDING FOR RENT 

Comprising of twelve apartments - six floors. 

* Unfurnished four apartments of three bedrooms each 200m*. 

* Furnished five apartments of three bedrooms each 200m 2 . 

• Furnished two apartments of two bedrooms each 130m*. 

• Furnished one bedroom 30m 2 . 

Independent Central Heating and telephones ready for delivery. 
Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

Tel: 641443 - 642351 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV, central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man, near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 



SECRETARY WANTED 

Native English speaker, or fluent in English with 
typing skills to work full time. 

If interested send C.V. to P.O. Box 3058, 
Amman - Jordan 


FOR RENT 

Newly furnished 3-bedroom apartment with European- 
style furniture and appliances. Large, all seasons veran- 
da. Independent telephone and central heating. Immedi- 
ate availability. 

Located in Shmeisani near new Safeway. 

For further Info, please call 649040 / 667429 


ARE YOU A BOWLER 

COME ON M AMO iS KJM TOUT SELF- 
OUR 45-00 AUTOMATIC SCOHERS- 
rr B OUR IMMmSL 



LARGE OFFICE(S) TO LET 

— In Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, oppo- 
site Malhas Hospital, completely 
refurbished office(s), suitable for 
foreign or local companies, di- 
plomatic missions, clinics, or other 
uses, are now available with exten- 
sive car parking. 

— At approx. 1 70m 2 total, could be let 

as one office or two as illustrated, 
each with its private entrance and 
telephone no. „ ^ 

Rent negotiable after viewing, which can be arranged by 

contacting Ziad Dirania at tel no. 623065. 




Ground floor consists of one bedroom, salon, dining, kitchen, 
bathroom, central heating, telephone, private entrance and 
garden. 

Location: Shmeisani near Yugoslav Embassy 

Call tel: 661658 after 12 noon 


FLATS FOR RENT 

Floor of 365 square metre area consists of two apartments: 

1- One apartment of 2 bedrooms, salon, glassed-in veranda, kitchen, 
bathroom and centra] heating. Annual rent JD 2,200; 

2- Second apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 salons, glassed-in- 
veranda, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, and centra) heating.- Annual rent JD 
1900. 

Location: Jabal Amman Fourth Circle — Boumedenne Street 
opposite Comer Supermarket and Randa Pharmacy. 

Can tel: 651198/ 873925 


gfpihr market: 

Top three cntBp»nfes: 

Dar M Shaab Press, Printing, 
and Publishing 
Arab Baik Ltd. 

Arab Alummnnn Manufacturing 

Parallel markets 
DevetopBKBt boadK 
Treasury bfib A bends: . 
Oita: debentures: 


212530 JD 378177 


85900 JD 48584 
180 JD 20586 
8550 JD 1449 1 

16350 JD 7350 

934 JD 10229 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following tabic son 
meek starting Saturday, June 11, W and 

Name of cqojbqj 


Wednesday June 15, 88. (figures in Jordanian 

Number Volume Opening dosta* 
of trade 


Opening 

ntte 


Industrial Development Bank ....... .... 

Petra Bank ....... 

Jordan Zstanuc Bank ............................... 

Jordan Kuwait Bank ...... ........ ....... 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank ... 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank ...... ..... 

Cano Amman Bank ... ..... ............. .......... 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Btak ................ 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Jordan Investment and finance Corporation 

Finance and. Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities — 

Arab Finance Corpo ra tion (Jordan) ... 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation ............ 

AlMasbrek Excha ng e ....... 


Jordan French Insurance — 

REFCO Life Insurance — . 

Jordan Insurance — 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 
Yarmouk Insurance and Re insuranc e — 

Holy Land Insurance ....... — . — M 

PMaddpfaia Insurance ....................... 

Arab Union fetematiomd Izranaace ...... 

Jerusalem Insurance — .......... 

Jordan-Gnlf Insurance ....................... 

General Insurance ............................. 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

AHzdihar Ins uran ce ........................... 

National Ahliya Insnrance .................. 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 
United Insurance -. — 


Services and indnstrias 


General Investments 

luma for Investment and Financial Facilities . 

Darco for Housin g and Investment 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment — 

Jordan Leasing Corporation ... 



Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) 

Arab Chemical Detexgemfodustries 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

Aladdin Industries 1 

Arab Al umin i um Manufacturing ... 

Jordan Worsted Mflfe ..... — .. — 

Jordan Ceramics — 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Indnsfaics and Match (JIMCO) 

Dar A1 Dawa’ for Development and Investment 

National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical I nd ustries — ........ 

General Mining 

Jordan Fetroiemn Refinery 

Jordan Lime & Brick — 

National Industries — ... 


Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICQ 
Livestock and Poultry 


Rafia Industrial for Plastic 

Jordan Paper and CarcBxiard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Transjordan Minerals Research .... 

Jordan Hunch Mineral — ... — 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries — 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging ....... 


Mas Industries - 

Arab Center forPharmaceuti cab & Chemicals 
National & Wire Manufacturing .......... 
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Jordan Solpho 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Jordan Glass Industries . 
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Cinema 


Tel: 677420 1 f Cinema 


>‘'TeI:677420 
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Jordan rally winners receive prizes 


AMMAN (J.T) — Winners and runners-up in the Rothmans Jordan 
International Rally were awarded their respective trophies and 
. awards at a ceremony heief at the Amman Marriott Hotel Saturday. 
. The ceremony was initially scheduled for Friday evening, but was 
■ postponed when a. last minute unexpected turn of events took place. 

Shortly after the end of die rally Friday, the Rothmans rally team 
lodged a complaint protesting the eligibility of Mohammad Bin 
Sulayem, the winner of the three -day international -rally. 

T{e complaint over a gearbox fitted to Bin Suiayem’s Toyota 
Celzca GT, said, the gearbox was ‘‘homologated with ancillary 
equipment which is not fitted on the vehicle.” 

According to the text of the complaint, “an alternate should be 
mounted to die right land near of the gearbox- in addition to the 
standard alternate at left hand front of the engine,” tally spokesman 
Samir Dajasi told the' Jordan Times. 

The committee dismissed the complaint, without scrutineering 
Suiayem’s car, with most of the discussion centred on the word' 
“additional” in the text of the complaint, according to Dajani. The 
Rothmans team did not appeal within the on&froor period given to 
contest die ruling. 

Hajri said that along with three other cars. Bin Suiayem’s car was 
•tested at the end ofthe-raHy and was found to have non standard 
parts. _ . _ 

“Jor danian n ffinah feit something fishy , and the Rothmans 
technical team checked (Bin Sulayem's) car and found that the gear 
box had non-Toyota parts in it,” Hajri told the Jordan Times Friday 
evening. 

“Thu is not fair. We are competing with Toyota, not with any 
other manufacturer,” Hajri said. 

Bin Sulayem on the other hand, denied all ac cu sa ti ons and 
challenged that his car is available for anyone to test at any time. 

“Our car is 100 per cent sound,” Bin. Sulayem told the Jordan 
Times. “The Rothmans team waited to win this rally by book or by 
crook because it is their rally and they had two cars participating,” be 
said. 

Bin Sulayem expressed < fi * a pp f “ T|fmgn t because “the spirit of die 
Jordan rally was disturbed," after the incident. 

Ro thman ’s ace driver Saeed Hajri, who placed second in the 
international rally, checked out from his hotel room Saturday 
morning. His whereabouts then were not known, but sources said 
Hajri may have spent the day at the Dead Sea, for a photo session 
with his Audi Qnatro A2. The Qatari driver also failed to show up at 
the . prize-giving ceremony and Royal Automobile, of Jordan General 
Manager Derek Ledger said Hajri had left the country to prepare for 
another rally. 

*The Rothmans team submitted a legal protest within the legal 


GORSN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLEG QOREH 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

©1987 IHbMM Uaflla Swvteaa. Ine. 

DRAWING TRUMPS THE HARD WAY 


North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
* A Q 7 4 
9 K5 ‘ 

OKJ63 
4 A E 2 

WEST EAST 

4 10 9 8 4 2 4 VoM 

9 1643 9 A Q J 10 9 7 

OA 0 10 9754 

4Q93 4 76 

SOUTH 

0 Q 8 2 
4 J 10 8 5 4 

The bidding! 

East South West North 

4 9 Pass Pan DM 

Pan 4 4 Pan Pass 

■JPass 

\ Opening lead: Eight of 9 
Finding a disastrous trump break 
chn be unpleasant. But instead, of 
nipping about your fate, you would 
do| better to look For a way of over- 
coming- it. 

East's four-beart preempt was 
ba&d on the vulnerability and his • 
distribution. North’s takeout dou- 
ble was routine, and he had no inter- 
est to moving further when South 
simply bid four spades, since his 
king of hearts was a doubtful asset. 
West's decision to defend, even with 


five tramps, is debatable. 

West fed a heart and declarer 
ruffed the second round. When the 
long of trumps revealed the bad 
break, declarer realized he would 
have to bring in the club suit with- 
out loss — besides the heart trick he 
bad already lost, be was faced with 
an unavoidable loser in both trumps 
and diamonds. So at trick three de- 
' claret led the jack of dubs. East 
covered with the queen and dum- 
my's king won. 

The of diamonds lost to 
West's ace and a trump was re- 
turned, but declarer was in control. 
He won the jack in Hand and started 
to ran dubs. West ruffed the fourth 
round and declarer took care to dis- 
card a diamond from the table rath- 
er than overruff. Declarer ruffed the 
heart return in hand and led his last 
dub. If West rafted, declarer would 
overruff in dummy, draw the last 
trump and score a high diamond for 
the contract; if West did not raft, 
dummy's last diamond would be 
discarded and the high tramps 
would take the last tricks. 

It might seem that West can beat 
the contract by refusing to cover the 
jack of dubs. But declarer can get 
back to the same position as above 
by cashing his high chibs before be 
touches the diamond suit. 


Him* and within their rights,” rally steward Abdullah A1 Khalil told 
the Jordan Times. “We (the three stewards) deliberated the matter 
for five hours and decided that the protest was unfounded,” he said. 

Christos Kyriakides, who is also on the stewards committee, said 
Hint - after both the Toyota and Rothmans teams gave tbeir points of 
view to the committee, the chief scrutineer was called in to 
“elaborate on the subject.” 

Dajani said that the gear box in Bin Sulayem's Toyota was found to 
be “one hundred per cent according to FISA regulations.” He added 
that since that was the case, the provisional results published by the 
end of the rally were confirmed as final. 

During Saturday’s ceremony, which was attended by a few 
hundred auto sports fans, the first prize was given to United Arab 
Emirate’s Bin Sulayem. the second to Hajri who drove an Audi 
Qnattro A2, while. His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, who drove 
an Opel Manta 400, was awarded the third prize. 


Following those three, Sweden's Ola Stromberg, Jordan’s Issa 
Halabi, Lebanon's Maurice Sahnaoui, Jordan's Mohammad Sbitan, 
Saudi Arabia’s Mohammad AI Maflry, were given awards for being 
among the first eight overall finishers respectively. 

Stromberg was also awarded a prize for teing first in the group A 
cars, while Bin Sulayem was given a prize for being first in group B 
cars. Kuwait's Sourejian was awarded a prize for being the first in the 
group S cars. 

Saudi Arabia's Malfcy was awarded a prize for being first among 
the class 5 cars, Stromberg for dass 8 cars. Bin Sulayem for class 12 
cars, Sourejian for class 13 cars, and Zayed for dass 14 cars. 

Commemorative medations were also given to the crew of each of 
the 10 cars that finished the rally. 

The highest placed foreign entries from each country were also 
given awards. Those included Bin Sulayem (UAE), Hajri (Qatar), 
Stromberg for Sweden, Sehnaoui for Lebanon, Malky for Saudi 
Arabia, and .Sourejian for Kuwait. 

The lisa Company presented an award for the best European 
finisher Ola Stromberg while Fean D’Eve watches through their 
agents in Amman Tala! Malhas and Company were given for the best 
Jordanian driver, Prince Abdullah. 

Prince Abdullah donated the cash prize (JD ISO) he won for third 
place to Jordan's Aymad Zayed, for having best sports spirit in the 
rally. 

Navratilova thrashes Zvereva 

EASTBOURNE, England (R) — Martina Navratilova put Natalia 
Zvereva firmly hi her place with an imperious display of power 
tennis in the final of the Eastbourne Grassconrt Championship 
Saturday. 

Beaten in straight sets by the 17-year-old Soviet at the French 
Open in Paris three weeks ago, Navratilova won 6-2, 6-2 to exact a 
modfema of revenge and emphasise her readiness to defend the 
Wimbledon title next week. 

The 31 -year-old Prague-born American has now won this event 
seven times and finished mnwr-ap twice — following up all eight 
previous appearances m the Eastbourne final by winnings Wimble- 
don a fortnight later. 

Zvereva beat the world number two 6-3, 7-6 on day in Paris hot 
found ho* a totally different proposition on the grassconrt she 
considers her own back pwliw- 

Navratilova, who wifi be bidding for a record ninth women’s 
stogies title when the 192nd championships begfa Monday, 

“It was nfiee to get back at Natalia, and obviously it is an ideal 
boost to my confidence before Wimbledon. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Belgrade is to bid for 19d6 Olympics 

BELGRADE (R)— Belgrade is to bid for the 1996 Olympics, the 
official Tanjug news agency said Saturday. The Yugoslav capital 
failed to its attempt to land the 1992 games — they were awarded 
to Barcelona — but Tanjug said the Yugoslav Olympic Commit- 
tee would try again, submitting an official application for the 1996 
games. Athens is the sentimental favourite to stage the centenary 
games — the modern Olympic era began there in 1896 — but 
other cities also in contention include Melbourne, Toronto, 
Manchester and Atlanta. The International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) is due to make a decision in September 1990. 

Italian clubs sign four Brazilian stars 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Italian dubs signed four leading 
Brazilian soccer players Friday for a total of $5.7 milliou, 
Brazilian officials said. The officials said Torino had paid $4.2 
milli on for Sao Paulo’s Muller and Silas while Bologna had 
bought Guarani’s Evair and Ricardo Roberto for $1.5 million. 


BaswbaH StamB ngs 


NEW YORK (AP) - Major league 
standings after Friday's games: 

National League 

East Division 
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New Yak 

41 

23 .641 
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36 

29 -554 
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Chicago 

33 

31 .516 

8 

St. Louis 

33 

32 .508 

8% 

Montreal 

31 

33 .484 

10 

Philadelphia 

29 

34 .460 
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West Division 


Los Angeles 

34 
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WEST KIRBY, England (AP) — 
John McEnroe’s warm-up for 
Wimbledon ended a round earlier 
fhan the American had hoped 

Friday, with a 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 loss to 
South African Christo van Rens- 
burg in the semifinals of the 
Wirral International Grass-court 
Tour nam ent. 

Van Rensburg, ranked 36tb in 
the world, will meet American 
David Pate for the title Saturday. 
Pate beat another American, Leif 
Shiras, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 in a semifinal 
in which the umpire was replaced 
after complaints from both 
players. 

McEnroe, playing on British 
grass courts for the first time 
since losing in the Wimbledon 
quarterfinals three years ago, said 
he was pleased with his progress 
and vowed to do better once the 
Grand Slam tournament starts 
Monday. 

After the match, McEnroe 
pledged that Wimbledon — 
where he is seeded eighth — 
would be different and said he 
was happy with his preparation. 

“I thought things were coining 
around,” the three-time Wimble- 
,don champion said. “HI just have 
to take the next couple of days 
and work on my serve and iron 
out the kinks. 

“Hopefully, in the same situa- 
tion next week, I’ll be able to 
push myself higher. I play better 
with the big crowd and the Wimb- 
ledon atmosphere gets you fired 
up. 

“Now I can concentrate on that 
and spend a couple of days pre- 
paring. The mental preparation is 
as important as the physical. I 
feel I am hitting the ball well and 
am really looking forward to it.” 


Soviets, Dutch reach 
European semifinals 


FRANKFURT, West Germany (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union and The Netherlands Saturday adv- 
anced to the semifinals of the European Soccer 
Championships. 


The Soviet Union beat Eng- 
land 3-1 (2-1) in Frankfurt, while 
The Netherlands edged Ireland 
1-0 (1-1) in Gelsenkirchen. 

The Netherlands wiS play host 
West Germany in Hamburg 
Tuesday, while die Soviet Union 
will face Italy in the other semi- 
final in Stuttgart Wednesday. 

On a hot afternoon in the 
Waldstadion, the impressive 
Soviet side took control after only 
two minutes through midfielder 
Sergein Aleinikov, conceded an 
unexpected equaliser by Tony 
Adams, but swept to an easy 
victory with further goals from 
Alexei Mikhailichenko and sub- 
stitute Viktor Pasulko. 

England, beaten by Ireland, 
The Netherlands and the Soviet 
Union, will fly home Sunday with 
the abuse of their own fans ring- 
ing in their ears following another 
abject performance. 

Although they applied aerial 
pressure on Soviet goalkeeper 
Rinat Dasayev — playing with his 
right knee heavily strapped — in 
die second half, England were 
rarely able to penetrate the disci- 
plined Russian defence. 

Both teams were much- 
changed from their previous 
matches, England bringing in 
goalkeeper Chris Woods, defen- 
der Dave Watson and midfielder 
Steve McMahon for their first 
appearances of the tournament. 

The Soviet Union recalled Via- 
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258604 issued at Comilia, 
Bangladesh on 19-6-1986. 

If anyone finds It, may 
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723103 Ext.10 or the 
nearest police station. 
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dimir Bessonov after injury and 
Gennady Litovcheoko after a 
one-match suspension. 

Hie Irish, who needed just a 
draw to deny the Dutch, held out 
bravely until the 82nd minute 
when Kieft Rose on the left in the 
penalty area and headed home. 

The star-studded Dutch, re- 
quiring a win to qualify after 
losing 1-0 to the Soviet Union in 
their opening match, had until 
then looked likely to succumb to 
the rank outsiders after all their 
efforts had been thwarted. 

Ireland, appearing in their first 

major champ io nship finals , bad 

gone 12 matches without defeat 
but the 13th proved beyond them 
as the Dutch claimed second 
place in group two and now face 
West Germany to Tuesday's first 
semifinal. 

The Dutch pressed virtually 
throughout and were thwarted by 
the woodwork to the 52nd minute 
when Ruud Gullit, always at the 
heart of his side’s attack, passed 
inside to Jan Wouteis on the right 
and the midfielder unleashed a 
powerful shot against the 
crossbar. 

Voeller takes 
West Germany 
to semifinals 

l 

Rudi Voeller repaid his debt to 
Franz Beckenbauer Friday, scor- 
ing two goals against Spain to 


shoot West Germany into the 
semifinals of the European 
Championship. 

One goal to each half gave 
West Germany a 2-0 victory 
which made the hosts winners of 
group one and put Spain out of 
the competition. 

Italy beats 
Denmark 

Substitutes Alessandro 
Altobelb, scoring with his first 
touch of the ball, and Luigi de 
Agostini gave Italy a 2-0 win over 
Denmark Friday and a place in 
the se mifinals of the cham- 
pionship. 

Both goals were created by the 
hardworking Gianluca VialH, 
crossing from the left for 
Altobelli to score in the 67th 
minute and from the right to set 
up De Agostini two minutes from 
time. 

Denmark, already eliminated 
from the championship following 
defeats against West Germany 
and Spain, put up a brave fight in 
their final group one match. 

But the unhurried Italians, who 
could have lost and still reached 
the last four, were a class above 
their tired and injury-hit oppo- 
nents and it was only a matter of 
time before a goal came to break 
the deadlock. 

Italy, with two wins and a 
draw, finishe d second on goal 
difference behind West Germany 
in the final group one standings. 

They now play the winners of 
group two in the semifinals in 
Stuttgart next Wednesday. 


One Stop Shopping 


SAFEWAY 

INTERNATIONAL 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


Peanuts 
























f 


World Newk 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY JUNE 19, 1988 


Gandhi foe wins 
major by-elections 


ALLAHABAD, India (R) — India’s former defence 
minister placed himself to unite, the country’s 
fragmental opposition against his old boss, Prime 
Minister R^jiv Gandhi, with a crushing by-election 
win Saturday. 


Election officials said Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh, who based 
his campaign on alleged corrup- 
tion in Gandhi’s government, had 
a lead of more than 90,000 votes 
over Gandhi no minee S unil Shas- 
tri, son of former premier Lai 
Bahadur Sbastri, with only 50,000 
ballots left to count. 

“This could be d watershed in 


Indian politics,” said one West- 
ern diplomat -in New Delhi. 

Gandhi, during a trip to the 
southwestern state of Karnat aka, 
shrugged off the win, the Press 
Trust of India news agency said. 

But Singh, leading Shastri by 
163,058 votes to 71,868 near the 
end of a marathon count that 
started Friday, said his win was 


Savimbi declares support 
for Angolan peace talks 


JAMBA, Angola (R) — Rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi declared his 
support Friday for current four- 
party talks on ending Angola’s 
civil wax but said only meetings 
between his National Union for 
the Total Independence of Ango- 
la (UNITA - * guerrillas and the 
Luanda government could bring 
peace. 

Savimbi spoke at his sprawling 
bush headquarters at Jamba in 
southeastern Angola, shortly be- 
fore, he was due to fly to Washing- 
ton for talks with U.S. govern- 
ment officials and members of 
Congress. 

The negotiations between 
Cuba, South Africa, the Marxist 
Popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola (MPLA), 
Angolan government and the Un- 
ited States which began in Lon- 
don last month were encourag- 
ing, although UNITA was not 
represented, Savimbi said. 

But he added: “Without direct 
talks between UNITA and the 
MPLA there can be no peace in 
our country.” 


The pro-Western UNITA, now 
backed by South African forces 
and U.S. weapons, has fought a 
13-year war against the MPLA, 
which is supported by Cuba and ; 
the Soviet Union. UNITA says it ' 
wants to participate in a govern- ! 
meat of national unity. 

South Africa links its with- i 
drawn] from Namibia, the vast 
territory south of Angola which 
Pretoria rales in defiance of the 
United Nations, with a Caban 
military pullout from Angola. 

Savimbi told a news conference 
that Cuba would comply with 
Soviet views, adding: 

“This' is the first time the Rus- 
sians .are implying they are 
accepting there is a linkage be- 
tween the total withdrawal of 
troops from Angola and the inde- 
pendence of Namibia.” 

In Washington Savimbi is due 
to meet U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of Stale for African Affairs Ches- 
ter Crocker, the main U.S. nego- 
tiator on Angola, and to confer 
with congressmen. 


(»e of great significance.- 

“This election proves that un- 
ited action against Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Congress (I) Party is possible," 
Singh said. 

may not have a merger, 
bat the opposition parties can 
certainly come together for a 
general election," he added. 

Congress was defending all 
seven parliamentary seats at 
stake in Thursday’s by-elections. 
It lost at least two other seats 
where a majority of opposition 
parties backed .one candidate, as 
they did in Allahabad. 

The northern dty is Gandhi’s 
ancestral home and a constituen- 
cy once held by his grandfather 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the country’s 
first leader after gaining inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947- 

Congress held one seat where 
the opposition could not agree on 
a candidate. Counting was held 
up by rigging charges in another 
and counting was still under way 
in the rest. 

Singh, 56, qnit Gandhi’s 
cabinet last year charging that 
Congress officials had taken 
bribes from Swedish and West 
German firms which won trig 
defence contracts. The govern- 
ment denied the allegations. 

. Presenting himself as the “Mr. 
dean” of Indian politics, he drew 
national attention in a campaign 
across the dusty constituency of 
Allahabad from the back of a 
motorcycle, dressed in tire simple 
white cotton clothes of the re- 
gion. 

“Rajiv Gandhi has been 
judged in tins election in the 
people’s court and has been 
found guilty of corruption,” 
Singh said as his victory became 
inevitable. 

One opposition leader, 
Haryana State Chief Minister 
Devi Lai, has said Singh should 
head a combined opposition front 
in general elections which must 
be held by the end of 1989. 


U.N. appeals f or ‘Sharpeville six’ 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council issued a new raill 
Friday for South Africa to com- 
mute the death sentences on the 
“Sharpevihe six,” five men and a 
woman condemned to hang for 
complicity in the 1984 mob killing 
of a black township official. 

The resolution was adopted 
unanimously and without debate 
at a meeting that lasted only a few 


minutes. 

The council adopted a similar 
resolution March 16. 

Zambia requested the latest 
meeting after the Pretoria sup- 
reme court Monday rejected an 
application to reopen the case. It 
extended a stay of execution until 
July 19. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and the Foreign Minis- 


ters of Australia, New Zealand, 
Denmark, Sweden, Iceland, 
Finland and Norway appealed 
this week to South African Presi- 
dent P.W. Botha to grant 
clemency. 

The council resolution “calls 
once again upon the South Afri- 
can authorities to stay execution 
and commute the death sentences 
imposed on the Shaipeville six.” 


li.fi. debt crisis could force closure 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar met Friday with Un- 
ited Nations (U.N.) delegates ab- 
out the nearly $700 million mem- 
ber countries owe the United 
Nations, a debt that officials say 
could dose the organisation. 

The secretary-general held 
talks with Eastern European de- 
legates Friday. He met with 
Western European representa- 
tives Wednesday and held sepa- 
rate discussions Thursday . with 
Asian countries and Latin Amer- 
icanand Caribbean states. He is 


expected to meet with African 
nations next week and then 
announce the results of his con- 
sultations. 

Perez de Cuellar and U.N. 
staff officials have said the United 
Nations conld become insolvent 
by late October unless new funds 
are found. 

The United States is response 
ble for the majority of the debt, 
owing $467 million of the $691 
mini on outstanding. 

In contrast, the Soviet Union 
has launched a campaign over the 
past year to increase its influence 


and standing at the United Na- 
tions, paying off about $60 mil- 
lion to the regular budget and 
beginning to repay about $200 
million it owed for past 
peacekeeping operations, which 
come under a separate budget 
Most of the U.S. funds have 
been withheld in the last few years 
because of congressional dis- 
agreements with U.N. policies: 
frustrations over allegations of 
inefficiency at the United Na- 
tions; and in an attempt to influ- 
ence Soviet personnel policy at 
the world body. 


Guns — a way of life in 
northwest Pakistan 


By Eric Hall 
Reuter 

DARRA, Pakistan — The customer r ams home a 
fresh magazine and sends bullets from the Kalash- 
nikov -style rifle whining over the heads of two 
small schoolgirls with prettily painted eyes. They 
do not even flinch. 

Walking the dusty main street of Darra, arms 
capital of Pakistan’s northwest frontier, is not for 
the nervous type. 

Outside hundreds of gunshops lining the street, 
customers crack off test shots, apparently uncon- 
cerned about where the bullets may fall. 

For more than a hundred years, the gunsmiths 
of Darra have been making copies of every 
conceivable weapons, or smuggling in die genu- 
nine article to sell. 

A century ago, they sold guns to kill soldiers of 
Britain’s imperial army. Most recently, they have 
been selling guns to kill Soviet troops in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan. 

The Soviet army is leaving, but gunshop prop- 
rietors say there is still a healthy “export” trade to 
the rest of Pakistan. And the locals continue to 
feud among themselves enthusiastically. 

The northwest frontier province, inhabited by 
fierce mountain tribes, was created by the fonner 
British administration in India as a buffer region 
against the Afghans and imperial Russia. 

Pakistan maintains loose control over the region 
but tribal Jaw still rules, and Darra ’s gunsmiths 
carry on their trade unhindered. 

The gunshop proprietors,- mainly Afridi people, 
are proud of their role in arming their guerrilla 
cousins over the border to fight Soviet troops. 

“We were the first to supply them with guns 
before all these foreign weapons started coming 
in," said Akbar of Gul Akbar and Sons, arms 
dealers. 

“It wasn’t the Geneva agreement that got the 
Soviets out,” he said, referring to the pact which is 
sending Moscow's troops home. “It was this,*’ he 
cried waving a rifle in the air. 

A copy of a seven-millimetre, single-shot rifle 
costs the "normal customer the equivalent of about 
$130. 

“But we give it to the Mujahedeen for $80” said 


Akbar. 

Around town, copies of Soviet Kalashnikov 
assault rifles cost about $240, an anti-aircraft 
machine-gun about $1,500. 

Darra’s gunsmiths, however, admit the real 
thing is better. Captured Soviet weaponry or other 
smuggled arms are at least twice the price of 
copies. 

In the backstreets, tiny workshops turn out each 
component. 

A 75-year-old man who says he has been making 
guns for 60 years sits chipping a wooden block into 
a rifle stock. 

Next door, another man casts breech median- 
isms. His neighbours polish them and get them 
working. 

“Try this one,*’ says another old man with a soft 
smile and professorial glasses. The cartridge slips 
in' nicely but the bolt is difficult to push home — 
Not a gun you would trust in an emergency. 

A young boy sitting amid piles of metal shavings 
which irritate the skm torus a gun -barrel, carving 
out the spiral inside which gives a rifle bullet speed 
and accuracy. 

In another street, cartridge makers hamm er out 
new ammunition. 

In one shop, a tall Afridi with a Muslim skull cap 
taps lead into the tops of cartridges. These are 
dum-dum buHets, soft-nosed shells banned under 
international laws of war because they flatten on 
impact and tear gaping holes in bone and muscle. 

“Who are those for?" 

“I hear the weather is... cold in England," be 
replies. 

Back at the Akbar’s shop it transpires over a few 
cups of green tea that most of the copy Kalash- 
nikovs are not truly automatic. “We prefer angle- 
shot guns anyway,” says an Afridi tribesman 
string ip the shop. 

Akbar demonstrates a small gun in the form of 
a fountain pen. Costing $12 it is popular with 
tourists but has also ended the lives of several 
unsuspecting Soviet soldiers in Afghanistan, he 
says. 

The fragile looking instrument makes a huge 
roar as be fires it into the air. Shaking hands to 
take leave of Akbar, it is apparent he has few 
whole fingers left on either hand. 



West German policemen arrest soccer hooligans 


Soccer violence rages in W. Germany 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Rival 
West German rowdies brawled in 
Munich Friday, while fights be- 
tween English and German fans 
erupted for a second night in 
Frankfurt. . 

English fens. On a self-proc- 
laimed “invasion of Germany 
1988,” have descended on Frank- 
furt for Saturday’s match against 
the Soviet Union in the two- 
week, West German-hosted 
European soccer championships. 

Police said Friday the body of a 
29-year-old Irish soccer fen was 
found floating in the Main river 
running through Frankfurt. 

Police said he apparently 
drowned while intoxicated. The 


body was discovered Thursday 

night. 

Soccer-related violence broke' 
out in Munich Friday, and police 
put the blame on rival gangs of 
West German thugs. 

Munich police arrested 59 row- 
dies — most of them West Ger- 
mans — for street brawling or for 
tearing up compartments on two 
traiijs bringmg fens to the Bava- 
rian capital for the Friday night 
<West Genoa ny-Spain soccer 
match. 

One of those arrested was from 
England, while most of the others 
were West Germans, police said. 

Police in Munich also said 61 


others including West German 
“Skinheads" had been rounded 
up without being chained to pre- 
vent them from causing trouble 
near the city's train station. 

Small groups of English, West 
German and Italian rowdies got 
into isolated scuffles near Frank- 
furt’s main train station Friday 
night, police said. About 200 
beer-drinking English fens bad 
been milling about in the area 
since Friday afternoon. 

Before dawn Friday, English 
troublemakers tore up several 
Frankfurt bars and attacked West 
Germans. 


Chinese Muslims warned not 
to oppose family planning 


PEKING (R) — Religious lead- 
ers in C hina ’s biggest Muslim 
region have been warned not to 
oppose new birth control rules 
imposed on ethnic minorities 
there for the first time, the offi- 
cial New Pima News Agency 
said Saturday. 

Under the regulations, which 
go into force July 1, minority 
couples in urban areas of Xin- 
jiang, western China, will be per- 
mitted only two children, while 
rural families will be limited to 
three, or four in exceptional 
rases. 

The' news agency quoted re- 
gional Chairman Tonrar Dawa- 
mat as saying religious leaders — 
most of them Muslim — should 
support the new rules. 


“At least, they should not 
place obstacles in the way of the 
work,'* Dawamat said.' 

Minority races account for only 
60 milli on of China's population 
of 1.085 billion and have pre- 
viously been exempted from the 
tough ane-chfld-per-femihr policy 
applied to majority ban Chinese. 

In Xinjiang, which has a 
population of only 14 million, 
familie s of 10 children are com- ' 
mon among Muslim minoritjes. 

The agency quoted Dawamat as 
saying a population boom 
threatened to overload social ser- 
vices and transport and wreck 
economic development. The 
adoption of family planning 
“marked social progress,” he 
said. 


Khmer Rouge seizes 
Vietnamese outpost 


* 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas backed 
by mortar fire have captured a 
Vietnamese outpost near the 
Thai-Kamppchean border after 
three days of fighting, Thai milit- 
ary intelligence sources said 
Saturday. 

The fighting occurred while 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach and his Thai 
counterpart, Siddhi Savetsila, 
met in Bangkok to discuss ways 
to end the nearly 10-year-old 
conflict in Kampuchea. Both ex- 
pressed optimism a political solu- 
tion could be found. 

The sources, who monitored 
the fighting from the key Thai, 
border town of Aranyapratbet, 
said hundreds of guerrillas first 
attacked Vietnamese forces 
Wednesday opposite the Thai vil- 
lage of Baan Phansuek. 

The Vietnamese fought back, 
with artillery and mortar fire but 


were outnumbered by the Khmer 
Rouge, who seized die defence 
outpost Friday, the sources said. 

The sources said the Viet- 
namese were moving artillery to a 
hilltop near the scene of the 
fighting and might attempt to 
recapture the putpost. 

Colonel Cbainarong Noonpak- 
dee, deputy commander of the 
Burapa (eastern) Field Force said 
by telephone no fighting was re- 
ported Saturday. He said he 
could not confirm the Viet- 
namese position had fallen to the 
guerrillas. 

Some artillery and mortar 
rounds from the fighting landed 
inside Thailand, forcing the eva- 
cuation of about 350 villagers 
living along die frontier, Chamar- 
ong said. 

Thai troops guarding the bor- 
der responded by firing warning 
shots into Kampuchea, he said. 


S. Korea tightens 
Olympic security 


SEOUL (AP) — The masked 
men slid headfirst down the side 
of the budding on ropes before 
storming with blaring guns into a 
room where terrorists were hold- 
ing Olympic athletes. Loud ex- 
plosion shook the building as the 
masked commandos set off stun 
grenades and gunned down ter- 
rorists with machine guns and 
pistols. In seconds the four-storey 
building bad been seized and the 
terrorists “eliminated.” 

‘These men will protect the 
Olympics. We will deal with any 
threat," said a smiling official 
watching a trrining exercise at the 
base of a police commando unit. 

Concern over the safety of the 
Olympics has been increased by a 
new wave of violent protests by 
radical students and lack of prog- 
ress on reaching an agreement 
with communist North Korea on 
ensuring the safety of the games. 

The radical students have sing- 
led out the Olympics as a target, 
.demanding North Korea co- 
host the games to speed unifica- 
tion of the divided Korean penin- 
sula. Students burned Olympic 
flags and banners and shouted 
“joint Olympics” daring street 
battles with police. 

President Roh Tae-Woo 
ordered massive new security to 
protect the Olympics. “It is im- 
perative that all possible mea- 
sures be taken to forestall acts of 


violence by domestic radical 
groups to guarantee the safety of 
the Olympics," he said. 

“Our security forces are pre- 
pared for any eventuality,” Park 
Seh-Jik, president of the Seoul 
Olympic Organising Committee, 
told the AP in a recent interview. 

The world’s best athletes .- will 
compete behind a massive secur- 
ity screen. Commandos will be 
perched in stadiums, armoured 
vehicles will guard the marathon, 
and a triple ring of warships will 
guard yachting races in the south- 
ern port of Pusan. 

Elite commandos of the nation- 
al police’s 868 unit, who will play 
a key role in preventing terrorist 
attacks, have staged impressive 
displays of skills ranging from 
storming buildings to marks- 
manship and martial arts* 

The commandos, who wear 
black uniforms, and black face 
masks to conceal their identities, 
break bricks and tiles with hands 
and feet. One commando cheer- 
fully smashed beer bottles over 
his own head in an unarmed 
combat display. 

South Korea and the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee are 
continuing efforts to get North 
Korea to take part in the games, 
but there has been no progress 
and officials concede privately 
that there is little hope. 


Xinjiang’s ethnic population, 
up mostly of uygur central 
Asians , is now 8.63 million, dou- 
■ ble the figure 'at the time of the 
1949 Communist takeover, ear- 
lier reports said., 

The remainder of the popula- 
tion are han settlers from eastern 
China, who hold most leading 
posts in Xinjiang's ruling Com- 
munist .Party bofoes. 

Defiance of birth control rules 
threatens China’s population 
policy in many rural areas. Un- 
ited Nations officials said inMay 
that if current trends continued, 
Peking's goal of keeping the 
population to 1.2 bflhon in die 
year 2000 would be exceeded by 
87 millio n people. 


Afghan 
rebel chief 
wants war 
damages 

PESHAWAR (R) — Fiery 
Afghan rebel Commander Gul- 
buddm Hekmatyar says he would 
use Soviet prisoners of war to 
pressurise Moscow for war dam- 
ages once the guerrillas overrun 
Kabul. 

He also said in an interview in 
this north-western Pakistani city 
Friday he would press for sepa- 
rate elections for a head of state 
after an elected guerrilla gov- 
emmet was installed in Afgha- 
nistan. 

The head of the Hezb-I-Islami 
Party is regarded by political 
observers as one of the most 
powerful leaders in the seven- 
party guerrilla alliance battling 
Soviet troops and the Marxist 
g o ver nm ent in Kabul. 

“We are keeping the prisoners 
to pressurise Moscow to accept 
our conditions for war damages 
and the return of criminals such 
as (Afghan president) Najibul- 
lah,” said Hekmatyar, who esti- 
mated that about 1,000 Marxist 
Afghans would flee to the Soviet 
Union. 

“We will find ways to convince 
the Russians to pay. There are 
many ways to do so,” said Hek- 
matyar, 40, who handed over the 
rotating three-month chair- 
manship of the alliance last 
Wednesday to moderate Afghan 
leader Syed Ahmad Gaflani. 

Asked how much damages the 
guerrillas wanted from Moscow, 
he said: “This will be decided 
after the complete withdrawal of 
Russian troops by an internation- . 
al commission.” 

Rebel leader, says the 816- 
year-old war has lolled 1.3 million 
Afghans, forced five million to 
flee as refugees and destroyed 60 
per cent of Afghanistan’s houses 
and 70 per cent of its farm land. 

Military officials in Moscow 
listed 311 servicemen as missing 
in action when the Soviet Union 
began withdrawing its troops last 
month. 

Moscow has asked Red Cross 
organisations in Afghanistan , 
Pakistan, Iran and the United 
States to help find tire soldiers. 
Soviet officials said about a third 
of those missing have died and 
the rest are being held in Afghan 
rebel camps in Pakistan. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cyanide woman sentenced to 90 years 

SEATTLE (AP) — A woman convicted m a death-by-product 
tampering trial, was sentenced to 90 years in prison Friday for 
killing her husband and a stranger with capsules laced with cyanide. 
U.S. District Judge William DWyer recommended that Stella 
NickeU, 44, not be eligible for parole for a minimum of 30 years, 
saying, “the jury has found the defendant ■ guilty of appalling 
crimes.” Dwyer took note of the feet that the poisoned pain relief 
capsules had been left on store shelves and could easily have fallen 
info the hands of innocent victims. NickeU received 90-year terms 
each for two counts of prod acting tampering that resulted in the 
deaths of her husband, Bruce NickeU, and Susan Katherine Snow. 
She faced possible life terms on those two counts. Prosecutors 
alleged NickeU killed her husband because she was tired of him and 
wanted to collect $176,000 in life insurance. They said Snow, who 
had no connection with the couple, was an innocent victim of a plot 
to make NickeU 's death appear to be the work of a random laller. 

Nunn not Interested In vice presidency 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senator Sam Nona said Friday he fold 
Michael Dukakis’ campaign chairman that he was not interested in 
die Democratic Party's vice-presidential nomination. Nunn, chair- 
man of the Senate Armed Services Committee, did not rule out 
accepting such an offer, saying in an interview it would be “very 
presumptuous” to respond to hypothetical questions about what he 
would do if Dukakis, die likely Democratic presidential nominee,. 
Offered him the spot. However, be said, “it is not my deans to have 
that job offered to me and then to turn it down. I don’t think that’s 
good for the process” or for Dukakis. Nunn was among menjbers 
of Congress who met individually this week with Paul Brountas, 
Dukakis campaign chairman, to discuss the vice-presidency. 

Zla removes key media officials 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani authorities have replaced four key 
officials in the state-run mass media, the official Associated Press 
of Pakistan (APP) news agency reported. No reason was given for 
the sackings, but they came the day after President Mohammad Zia 
U1 Haq vowed to deanse the media of “vulgarity and obscenity." 
Those sacked were the secretary to the information and broadcast- 
ing ministry, along with the heads of Pakistan television, the 
National Press Trust and the press information department, APP 
said. They were all appointed by Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo, sacked by Zia May 29. Zia vowed to deanse the media 
when he decreed that the Islamic legal code of Sharia would 
become Pakistan's supreme source of law. 

Prague police disrupt peace seminar 

VIENNA (AP) — At least II people were detained in Prague 
Friday when police prevented peace activists from Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and a number of Western countries including the United 
States from holding a planned independent seminar, emigre 
sources said. The independent peace seminar, organised by the 
Czechoslovak human rights group Charter 77, was to open Friday 
with three workshops, the London-based emigre publisher Palacfa 
Press reported. However, a meeting of the organisers was 
disrupted by police at 3:00 pan. (1300 GMT) and 11 people were 
detained including Petr Uhl and Jiri Pavlicek who were the main 
organisers of the seminar, Palach Press said. 

Four killed in Philippine mutiny 

MANILA (AP) — The captain and three crew membes were lolled 


Third mate Alex Quuatan, leader of the mutiny, escaped aboard a 
lifeboat after other crewmen regained control of the MV Pilipinas, 



the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait, a coast guard spokesman in 
Manila said. He said be-did not know where the slop was going. 


Princess Diana’s 
smile earns her 
§ fellowship 

LONDON (AP) — Princess Di- 
ana, flashing her famous smile, 
accepted an honorary fellowship 
in dental surgery Friday from the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Clad 
in the faculty’s red-trimmed 
academic gown and mortar 
board, the princess quipped, “This 
is one of the first times that I have 
not been asked to unveil a pla- 
que.” An official for the Royal 
Cbllege of Surgeons, a research 
and training association, said: 
“The princess shows a s hin ing 
example with her beautiful 
teeth.” 

Corpse thieves 
arrested 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
Police have arrested 18 people in 
the last two months on charges of 
stealing arid selling corpses from 
graves in Mamasa, 1,800 
kilometres northeast of Jakarta, a 
report said Friday. The Kompas 
Daily newspaper said unidenti- 
fied buyers paid the 18 suspects to 
steal h uman remains, which are 
believed by residents of foe area 
to possess magic powers. “The 
thieves chose corpses be longing 
to people buried tens, even hun- 
dreds of years ago," the newspap- 
er quoted a police officer as 
saying. Older remains brought 
higher prices, especially if they 
were still intact, foe newspaper 
said. Prices ranged up to $3,100 
per set. 

Passports In 
exchange for sex 

LONDON (R) — Arab women 
fraudulently obtained Irish pass- 
ports from an official at foe Irish 
embassy in exchange for sex, the 
London high court heard Friday. 
The Home Office alleged that 
one such passport was obtained 
by a Moroccan woman, Ghita 
NTRabet Machkour, 28, who was 
refused permission to reenter Bri- 
tain last month by an immigration 
officer at London’s Heathrow air- 
port. The judge. Justice 
Schiemann, granted her leave for 
a judicial review of foe immigra- 
tion officer's refusal. Machkour. 

* currently held in a detention cen- 
tre, says she obtained the pass- 
port by virtue of her marriage in 
May 1986 to an Irish national 
living in London. Immigration 
authorities have been unable to 
trace foe man. George Puiman, 
lawyer for the Home Office, said 
Machkour’s passport was one of a 
series believed to have been 
obtained fraudulently in ex- 
change for sexual favours by 
Arab women who wished to five 
in Britain. 

Jane Fonda 
apologises to 
Vietnam veterans 

NEW YORK (R) — Actress Jane 
Fonda will apologise in a televi- 
sion interview to be shown Friday 
for any hurt she caused American 
soldiers by her anti- Vietnam war 
stance. In particular, she apolo- 
gises for visiting Hanoi in 1972 
and attacking U.S. conduct of the 
war from the enemy's capital. 
The woman once labelled “Hanoi 
Jane” for her opposition to the 
war says she regretted making 
many _ controversial statements, 
including describing herself as “a 
revolutionary woman.” In an in- 
terview on the ABC Television 
network, Fonda says she made 
those statements because, “I 
didn’t want to be thought of as 
some starlet." She adds: “I was 
trying to help end the killing, end 
foe war. But there were times I 
was thoughtless and careless ab- 
out it.” The actress has been foe 
object of demonstrations by 
Veterans groups in the state of 
Connecticut who oppose her 
ma k ing a film there because of 
her role in the Vietnam War. 

Sailors lived on 
rainwater, sharks 
for five months 

HONOLULU* (R) — Five Costa 
Rican fishermen, who spent five 
months drifting in the Pacific, 
said Friday they lived on sharks 
and turtles and licked rainwater 
from tin cans. "We never lost 
hope.” Gerardo Obando said 
when they arrived in Honolulu 
Friday on board the Japanese 
Tuna vessel Kind Mara 128. “We 
prayed and we trusted and we put 
our faith in God.” Obando, 33, 
captain of the fishing boat Cairo 
m, and his aew of four left Costa 

Rica on January 19. They ran into 
a heavy storm five days later and 

thdr boat ran out of fuel and lost 

rts radio. They ran out of food on 
January 27 as their vessel drifted 
in the Pacific, Obando said 
through an interpreter. They 
were found by the Japanese ves- 
sel Wednesday drifting 1120 
kilometres southeast of Hon- 
olulu. 







